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FOREWORD. 


In forming our opinion on the negotia- 
tions between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi 
at Bombay, we should study the sequence 
of events as well as the text of the 
correspondence which is published in 
this brochure. 


On April 8 1944, Mr. C Rajagopala- 
chari sentaletter to Mr. Jinnah enclo- 
sing what 1s called the Rajajt formula 
which he described as “the basis for a 
settlement which I discussed with Gan- 
dhijt in March, 1943, and of which he 
expressed full approval”. It was followed 
by another letter in which Mr Rayagopal- 
achart expressed disappointment that 
the President of the Mushm League 
was unable to approve of the terms, 
The fact was that Mr. Jinnah expressed 
his willingness to place the formula 
before the Working Committee of the 
Muslim League as he could not individu- 
ally take the responsibility of accepting 
or rejecting it. Here 16 may be noted 
that the formula was not open to discus- 
sion or any modification. Mr Rayagopala- 
char1 would not agree to such a perfectly 
constitutional course, but strangely 


(b) 


enough on July 4, 1944, he sent a telegram 
to Mr Jmnah from Panchgani alleging 
that the formula had been rejected by 
the President of the Mushm League. 
At that tame the Mahatma wes recupera- 
tngat Panchgan: and Mr, Jinnah was 
having a spell of rest, after eight years 
of unremitting work for the cause of the 
Muslims without a single holiday’ In 
reply to the telegram, Mr. Jinnah wired 
to Mr. Rajagopalachar: at Panchgani 
that he could not go beyond the message 
‘of July 2 reiterating his former view that 
he should be allowed by the proposer of 
the formula, namely Mr. C Rayagopala- 
chart, to consult the Working Committee 
of the Muslim League. As to how and 
why such a course should be deemed 
objectionable by Mr. Gandin and Mr. C. 
Rajagopalachar: who were m_ constant 
consultations. 1t1s not fot me to judge, 
but the procedure suggested by the Presid- 
ent of the Muslim League was only right 


and proper. 

On the day of the receipt of the tele- 
gram from Srinagir, Mr. Rajagopalachan 
released the correspondence and informed 
Mr. Jmnah that private negotiations had 
ended and thabit was necessary to take 
the public into confidence The formula 
approved by Mr. Gandhi had remamed 


. (c) 


with his collaborator, for more than a 
year like a dead secret. Meanwhile, 
there was another significant move of 
Mr. Gandhi ws a-vis the Viceroy to reach 
an understanding, a move which was not 
revealed to Mr. Jinnah as the pazallel 
correspondence with him was in progress 
Let us see how Mr. Gandhi’s overtures 
to the Viceroy were timed. 


Tt will be remembered that Mr. Gandhi 
arranged an interview to Mr. Stuart 
Gelder, correspondent of the News Chr- 
onicle, in which he gave his views on 
the situation for the indirect edification 
of Lord Wavell. This correspondent 
was to be an intermediary Letween the 
Congress Dictator and the Viceroy’ jusc 
as another Englishman, Mr. Reginald 
Reynolds, had been engaged to carry a 
jetter from Mr Gandhi to the then Vice- 
roy, Lord Irwin. Instead of using the 
Post Office, Mr. Gandhi preferred thig 
courier system which undoubtedly adds 
to the lustre of Congress publicity. What 
happened was that the Gelder move “mis- 
fired”— the Mahatma’s word-whereupon 
Mr. Gandhi wrote on July 15 from Panch- 
gant to the Viceroy calling Lord Wavell’s 
attention to the Stuart Gelder affarr. 
Lord Wavell rephed 1n a letter dated July 
22 ashing the Mahatma for a definite and 
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constructive policy for His Excellency 
toconsider Five days later, on July 27, 
1944, Mr Gandhi rephed stating that 
the time had come, at last. for friendly 
talks Next, on August 15, 1944 (nineteen 
days after the despatch of Mr Gandhi's 
letter) Lord Wavell sent his answer con- 
taining a statement of Government policy 
as agaist Mr Gandhi's “concrete proposal 
of a National Government” responsible 
to the elected members of the Assembly, 
the majority of whom are Hindus In 
other words, there was no change My 
surmise 1s that in the long mterval the 
Viceroy must have contactea Whitehall 
to formulate the policy stated m the letter 
under reference It 1s paralle) to this 
private correspondence with Lord Wavell 
which was hid from Mr Jimnah’s eyes, 
that o brief exchange of letters took 
place between Mr Gandhi and tho Pre- 
sident of the Muslim League Mark the 
dates again On July 17, Mr, Gandhi 
writes from Panchgani to Mr Jinnah at 
Srinagar a letter accompanied by a transla- 
tion in Urdu It said that the two 
should meet Upon the receipt of the 
letter, Mr Jinnah replfed that he would 
be glad to recene him at his house in 
Bombay and that immediately on his 
return from Srinagar he would suggest a 
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convenient time. Later Mr. Jinnah in- 
formed him from Bombay that August 
19 would be suitable but unfortunately 
he took ill and his doctors forbade him 
against undertahing any work involving 
strain. The matter was promptly con- 
veyed to Sevagram and late: Septem- 
ber 9 was fixed for the first meeting which 
took place acccrding to the scheduled 
time. 


Meanwhile Mr. Jinnah had at the 
meeting of the Council of the League 
at Lahore publicly examined the contents 
of Rayay’s formula pointing out how 
the proposal was a disfigured caricature 
of the Pakistan idea, but he welcomed 
the intimation of Mr. Gandhi that_he 
had agreed to the division of India. The 
progress of the talks was fortunately 
brought on record at the suggestion of 
Mr. Gandhi that letters had better be 
exchanged for purposes of record and 
clarification. I give important dates in 
this story of concurrent correspondence. 


Dateline. Subject Matter, 


Panchgant, July 15. Stuart Gelder’s story 
Gandhi to Wavell. and the suggestion 
that Mr. Gandhi 
should be allowed to 


Panchgam, July 17. 
Gandhi to Jinnah. 


New Delhi, July 22 
Wavell to Gandhi 


Sunagar, July 24 
Jinnah to Gandhi 


Panchgans, July 27 
Gandhi to Wavel! 


New Deliu, Aug 15 
Wavell co Gundhr 


August 19 


September 9 


The smference 


wooing Lord Wavell, Mr 
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contict his colleagues 
in the detention 
camp or outside 


“We must meet” 


Asks for definite and 
constructive policy. 


Consenting to meet. 


Asks for friendly talks 
with Viceroy making 
concrete proposa} 
“Banging the docr” 
as the Congress Press 
put at. 

Date for interview 
orginally fixed 
Gandhr-Jinnah talks 
begin 


is clear that while 
Gandhi was 


also alive to tha impression tt could create 
once it was hnown that the Gandhr-Jinnah 
talks mrght result in a Hindu-Mushim 
settlement, thus opening anew phase of 
concerted action both by the Hindus and 


(g) 


tux avsussuus to demand the transfer of 
power from the British Government The 
prospect of a Hindu-Muslim_ concordat 
is the only nightmare which British die- 
haids and vested interests could ever have 
in respect of India, since they could not 
thereafter trade on the plea of Hindu- 
Muslim disunity in the country The 
dates indicate that Mr Gardh wished 
Lord Wavell to know that if a friendly 
response tc his advances did not material- 
ise he would form an alliance with the 
Muslim League which had been foresha- 
dowed by his acceptance of the C R 
formula which stood for the diviston of 
India as principle and pohcy Whth the 
new statement of policy contamed in the 
Viceroy’s Jetter of August 15, 1944, which 
had already become a public document, 
Mr Gandhi found bimself left high and 
dry by the British Government, but his 
commitment to meet Mr Jinnab at Bom- 
bay on Augast 19 remained ‘There was 
to be no change of the existing constitu- 
tion until the termmation cf the war 
though agreement by the main political 
parties to work the existing constitution 
would loosen the deadloch and bring the 
country nearer to the setting up of a 
Provisional! Government on an equal 
footing between the Hindus and Mussul- 


(h) 


mans in the formation of the Executive 
But then chat would frustrate Mr 
Gandhi's ambition to instal a “National 
Gavernment” responsible to the Hindu 
majority in the Assembly who would be 
under the thumb of the Congress High 
Command and the vested interests with 
which the Congress 1s becoming increas- 
ingly and insidrously merged for the 
contro] of power 


Mr Gandhi met Mr Jinnah He 
maintained that he represented nobody 
but himself, an awkward positron for 
the President of the Muslim League in 
the matter of negotiations Nevertheless, 
Mr Jinnah put up with whaf really isa 
fond pretence of the Congress Dictator 

Iam glad that the exchange of ideas 
and exolanations were put m black and 
white for two reasons It is an education 
to the publre Secondly, 1t protects che 
President of the Muslim Lengne (at Jeast 
in the eyes of rmpartial observers) against 
faise accusations and mendacious versions 
of what happened 


T would hhe to draw the attention of 
readets to a few sahent features of the 
Rajajt formula The last clause states 
that the terms of the settlement propose 
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would be binding only if the British 
Government transferred full power A 
settlement, 1f 1t 3s genuine, must be 
accepted and should remain honoured on 
1ts intrinsic merits, but Mr Rajagopal- 
achari wanted it as an opportunistic man~- 
eouvre British statesmen are too shrewd 
for this hind of thing, nor do Mussu mans 
wanta superficial patch up to over-awe the 
British Government and make them part 
with power in order to validate the terms 
of a Hindu-Mushm settlement Further 
the Rajajt formula wants a district-wise 
plebiscite to be taken in the Pakistan 
provinces, the test being the recording of 
an absolute majority of adults in favour 
of separation or against it It was a subtle 
move to riddle the fabric of Pakistan 
with so many holes and pochets, and ir 
was calculated therefore to sabotage the 
whole scheme of dividing Buitish India 
into Pakistan and Hindustan, the former 
containing a majority of Muslims and 
the latter a majority of Hindus both the 
Sovereign States being affranced if they 
so will, by treaties and engagements as 
sovereign untts and pledged by the bonds 
of reciprocity to the principle ofa fair 
dea] and no discrimination for the citizens 
of both areas There was no plebiscite 


in Ireland when Ulster and Eire pasar 


G) 


nor was any plebiscite tahen at the time 
of Separation of Burma or Ceylon from 
India In fact there are many other 
instances. of a similar kind mm the Const) 
tutional history of the World Burin che 
case of Pakistan Mr Rayagopalachari 
himself something of an autocrat while 
in office has become suddenly enamoured 
ofa vote by all rhe adults so that an 
absolute majority could be secured 


Manv people do not understand the 
implications of the term ‘absolute ma 
jority on which Mr Gandhralso insisted 
An absolute majority tn the legal and 
constitutional sense has a definite mean- 
ing and no district would be qualified or 
elimble to be amcluded in the proposed 
Pahistan areas unless au ajority could be 
secured not anly of those who go to the 
polling booths but of the total number of 
the voters irrespective of the fact whe 
ther they exercise their right of vote or 
not In other words an absolute majority 
agnot merely a clear majority of those 
who take rhe trouble of voting but it 1s 
a majority against all combinations active 
or potential by the token of the register 
of voters and the ballot box 


Only two points would { mention in 
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connection with Mr. Gandhi's contentions 
as found in the correspondence. Beginn- 
ing with the plea that he favoured the 
Rajaji formula, he upon the joint examina- 
tion with Mr. Jinnah of its defevts~per- 
formed a somersanit saying that the Rajay1 
formula lay “shurted off” the rails. Very 
unnecessarily he raised conundrums about 
the Two Nations Theory, the status of 
converts. the place of Pan-Islamism in 
Pakistan and other issues remote from 
the simple question of arriving at a Hindu- 
Mushm settlement. Indian Mushms to- 
day claim that they corstitute a nation 
by every test of definition but what is 
more vital they are profoundly conscious 
of their sense of nationality; they are also 
aware of the spirit of Hindu renaissance 
and the Caste-Hindu Imperialism that has 
expressed itself through Congress actiyi- 
ties apart from the ideology and social 
outlook of the Hindus which differentiate 
their political arms Mr. Gandhi would 
not in bis rephes explain his ideas of a 
transitional Government and its authority 
during the transition, whereas the Muslim 
claim isthat once the principle of 
Pakistan 1s accepted, constitution: makin 

bodies could be tormed to adjust differen- 
ces, if need be with the aid of experts to 

solve particular difficulties The Mushm 


(1) 


case has been mustepresented in many 
quarters bura study of the letters that 
passed between the two leaders would 
reveal how close to realities Mr Jinnah 
moved and how anviously he sought 
clarification on the practical aspects of 
the problem explaining in turn any pone 
on which Mr Gandbr wanted further 


light 


When the negotiations broke cown 
both of them subscribid to a statement 
to the effect that they regarded negotia- 
tions as nat having been closed and Mr 
Gandht when he was pressed by the 
represent ities of the Press said that the 
matter stood adjourned sine die = Unfor- 
tunately Mr Gandhi indulged in misrepre- 
sentations «tfter ee event im order to 
male Mr Jinnah appear as the one obsta 
cle toa settlement Upon the question 
of the lealage of correspondence and 
other invidious matters E need not dwell 
Mr Gandhi was not serious about a 
settloment as his fetter to Mr Jinnah had 
made it appear and as the days passed be 
constantly changed his ground zigzagging 
between the Rajaj: formula and his own 
“proposal Iris amazing that he shonld 
claim to have conceded the essence of 
the Lahore Resolution while hess reluctant 
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to accept the Lahore Resolution 
itself 


The day after the breakdown, Mr 
Gandhr's own paper voicing as 1t,does his 
views came out saying that the Muslm 
League should repudiate Vir Jinnah’s 
leadership and find someone else to speak 
for Mushm India ‘If this 1s the lesson 
they have Jearnt from the failure of the 
talks I can only say that I am sorry for 
our Hindu fnends From all parts of 
India the Muslims upon learning about the 
fatlure and also understanding the nature 
of the correspondence released, expressed 
their unabated confidence in their leader 
There has been regret over the farlure of 
the talks butitis perhaps deeper among 
the Muslims as a whole since their case 
had been put by Mr Jinnah in moderation 
and by a searching analssis of all the facts 
and proposals that pertain to a Hindu. 
Muslim settlement Now that Muslims 
have a clear goal, they are far more self 
possessed in then political argument 
than the Hindus who dream still of the 
politics thit would lead them to All-India 
domimation and who at the same time 
realtse in therr wiking hours that it 1s 
impossible for them to achieve [| hope 
Mussalmans of light and leading y))] find 
this book a valuable work of reference and 
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explam to their followers the meaning 
of the differences that came to the surface 
Let 16 also serve as a source of reference for 
umpartial observers who are not pait- 
cipants in the Hindu-Maslim dispute and 
be of use to them in understanding the 
case of Mushm India. 


(Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali [Shan 


New Delhi, 
November 25, 1944 


RAJAGOPALACHARI-JINNAH 
CORRESPONDENCE 





Letter from Mr. Rajagopalachar: to Mr Jinnah, 


NEW DELHI, April 8, 1944 
Dear Mr Jinnah, 


Here 2s the basis for a settlement which I dis- 
cussed with Gandliyi m March 1943, and of which 
he expressed full approval _ He then authonzed meg 
to sigmfy Ins approval of these terms should I be 
able to convince you of their being just and fur to 
all As the Government have refused to relax 
any of the restrictions rmposed on him to enable 
him to discuss or negotiate terms of any settlement, 
I write this to you on his behalf and hopo that ths 
will bring about a final settlement of the most 
unfortunate.impasse we arein You‘ are aware of 
the intensity of my desire for,a settlement I was 
very glad when I found at possible to obtain Gandhi s 
approval of these terms I hope that you will bestow 
your fullest thought on the justice and fairness of 
these proposals and help to terminate a condition of 
affairs which 1s steadily causing all round_deteriora 
tion in the country 

one Yours sincerely, 
Enclosure C R Formula € Rajagopalachan 
(Appendix B ) 


Letter from Mr Rajagopalachari to Mr dirinah 


Dear Mr Jinnah, NEW DELHI, Apri 17, 1944 


The proposal I gave you in wnting when we Jest 
met im Delhi must be still with you and perhaps 
have read 1t over agun and given further thought 
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tout Iwas much disappointed, as you are aware, 
at your imability to approve of the terms But I 
hope you may perhaps reconsider your position 
T sincerely believe that the proposals form a fair 
and satisfactory basis of settlement I ehall “be 
grateful to hear from youas te whether you have 
reconsidered the matter 
Yours sincerely, 


C Rajagopalachan 


Telegram from Mr Rajagopalachari 
to Mr, Jinnah, 


POONA June 30, 1944 
Qaid i Azam Jinnth, Guest House, Srinagar 


My letter dated Apml 17, touching matter perso 
nally discussed on April 8 remims yet nnanswered 
Have now met Gandhyy: who stil] holds by formula 
presented to you by me J wonld Ishe now publish 
the formula and your rejection ‘This _ telegrams 12 
sont with Gandhip s approval I would jhe you at 
this yuncturo to reconsider 3 our reyection 


© Rajagopalachan 
Dikncha Panch ant 


Telegram from Mr Jinnah to 
Mr, Rajagopalacharl 


SRINAGAR, July 2, 1944 
Mr Rapagopalachans Dilknsha Panchgamt 


Your request to publish your formula Your 
wrong version our tuk that I rejected your_formult 
wunfairsuprising ‘True facts aro I was willing 
placo jour formula before Worling Committee 
Muslim League although it was not open to any 
modification but you did not agree allow me to do 
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a0 Hence no further step was taken My revction 
was that I conld not personally taho responsibility 
of accepting or rejecting it and my position remains 
same today If Vr Gandhi even now sends me 
direct Ins’ proposal T am wilhng place it before 
Mushm League Working Committee 


MOA JINNAH. 


Telegram from Mr. Rajagopalachari 
to Mr. Jinnah 
PANCHGANI, July 4, 1044 
Qaid y izam Jnnnvh, Guest House, Srinagar. 


Thanks telegram = My Setter Apnl 17 showed 
how I felt over what I thought was rejection of 
formulas so fir as you were personally concerned 
Shall be glad indeed af as your telegram suggests 
you ded not reject it Gandhi though not vested 
with representative or special authority in __ this 
matter dofinitely approved my propoeal and authori- 
zed ne to approach you on that basis Now agam 
he revfirms his assent W eight of his opinion would 
most probably secure Congress acceptance You 
wero unwilling to accept my formulh, but were 
willing to place it before League Council FY think 
no purposs eerved by such procedure so long as at 
does not have your own support 

C Rayagopilrchari. 
Dilkucha, Panchgam 


Telegram from Mr. Jinnah to 
Mr, Rajagopalachari 
STINAGAR, July 5, 1994 


Mr Tayagopalas hana, Tnlkaxha, Panchzans 
Recret unable te so beyond my telegram July 9 


M OALJINNAH 


(IV) 


Telegram From Mr, Rajagopalachari 
to Mr. Jinnah. 


PANCHGANI, July 8, 1944 


Mr. Jinnah, Guest House, Srinagar, 


Your telegram of 5th received today. With at 
private negotiation ends, Jt is necessary take 
publio into confidence how. Iam accordingly relea- 
sing entire correspondence ending your wire Sth 

C. Rajagopalachari 


Mr. JINNAH S SPEECH AT THE MEETING OF 
ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE COUNCIL HELD 
ON THE 30th JULY, 1944, AT LAHORE 


Since the release of Mr Gandh: there has been 
a flood of statements, Press reports and comments, 
and I have tred to follow all th as carefully as 
4t_3s posible for me to do so, prrticularly with 
reference to what is called by Mr Rajagopalachari 
lus formula for the Hindu Mushm settlement, 
and for the moment 1 wish to deal with that 
matter Burying the past and starting from that 
point, let us examine the position 


On the 18th May 1944 Mr Gandhis letter te 
mo from prison of May 4th 1943 wis released 
because, 1t wis stated “Dawn’ had ashed for its 
pubheation, and that it was owing to the public 
that the Istter should see the light of the day 
Hence the release of the letter under Mr Gandhis 
instructions In that Ietter Mr Gantlhi_ says 
“I have followed the proceedings of the Teague 
as reported in the “Dawn columns I noted 
Your myitation to me to write to you. Hence 
this letter welcome your invitation 1 suggest 
our meéting face to face rather than talking 
through correspondence» But amin your hands 
Thope that this letter will be sent to you and 
if you agree to my proposal, that the Government 
will let you visit me One thing I had better 
mention There seems to be an ‘if about your 
invitation Do you sty I should write only if 
Thave changed my heart? God alone knows mens 
hearts Twould ihe youtotake meas. am..' 


I knew the substance of this letter, because the 
Government had furnished me with st at “the time 
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and in my statement I ponted out that rt was not 
the hind of letter that l expected from Mr Gandbr 
m response to the appeal whieh I made in my 
spesth im April 1943 im my presidential address 
to the Mushm League It has now been fully 
borne out without a shadow of doubt that Mr 
Gandhi understood that there was an ‘af* about 
my invitation, which was evaded, but neverthe 
less, ns usual, the entire Congress Frees accueed 
mo of having gono bich on my word, and dil 
everything im thar power to musrepre ent, vilify 
and niutilte my speech That “if' etitl remains 
and tho ktter still remams undelucred to me 
While Vr Gandhi was busy, and there had heen 
4 plethora of correspondence betwesn him, from 
the 4ga Abnn’s palaco at Poona, and the Viceroy, 
ind since his release he has been well enough to 
4co numerous prominent men from day ta day 
ind to curry on correspondence with the Viccroy 
and othera, he has not, howeser, thonght ot proper 
tomnd mo evenncopy of that Ictter, being the 
addressee of the orginal (hut thought fit ta release 


at to the Press) 


‘Then comes the noxt chapter After all lus 
cfforts Id Filed to establish contatt wath Lont 
Lmhthgow to negotiate with him over tho heat 
of the Mushm League, commie tels ignoring anid 
hy prsang st, he tought an interstew with Lord 
Wavell, lay dear fnend, conveying to him ad 
nauseam that be was a fnend of the Brtich nation 
anda Joyst xon of the British Pmpire agl that 
fie shonid bo allowed to meet the members of 
ny Borking Committce in prison or they should 
be reieawd, and for that purpose ke wud tT 
Jeul now nan fres man for euch pernicsion Hf 


? 
fi me before deciding, I ehall gladly go 
rtoae ae want me to” ‘This request. of hie 


(¥IL) 


was refused by the Viceroy by his letter of June 
22nd This “No” to Mr Gandhn, it was reported, 
cast a gloom ot Poona But even the final effort 
of Mr Gandhi through the Bntish yournalst 
Mr Gelder aan go between to Lnk him up with 
Lord Wavell wasa misfire At this psychological 
moment Rajagopilachan was at Panna, and 
suddenly I received a telegram from him on June 
30th, as another go between, complaming without 
any reason that his letter of Apnl 8th remained 
unanswered, although he hnew prefectly well 
that 1t required no answer, as the answer was 
already given to him, and threatemng me that 
he would like to publish the formula and my rejec 
tion He said he had s at the telegram with Mr 
Gandhis approval, and further warned me that 
he would lke me at this yuncture to reconsider 
my rejection In my reply I pomted out to him 
that is version that T had rejected the formula 
was wrong, and I am glad that he does not con 
tradict the true facts as stated by me but confirms 
them ‘he correspondence was, however, abruptlv 
released to the Press, so that I should stand on 
my tnal before the bar of the pubhe opimon of 
the world and of India, and especially of the 
Mussalmans Immediately the word had passed 
and the Congriss Press framed various grave 
charges against me To give a few instances 1n some 
ot the so called responstble newspapers “Trres 
ponsible and ill considered reply from one who 
claims to speak for his community 18 nothing short 
of a betrayal of his comm mity and the country 
atlarge Itisnow up to wit Mushm community 
to judge the offer on 2ts merits and find the leader 
orieaders who will play the game” There were 
charges hke “Intoxicated with ego and vanity’ 

“‘Ucompromising attitude”, “A bloch im the way of 
freedom of India” It was urged that Mr Jinnah 


ain 


‘ 
should be sacked or made to retire by Mushm India 
and so on and so forth tis surpnsing that even 
Mr Gandn at tlus yuncture his encouriged thie 
Prop igand+ both in this country and abroad by the 
enemies of tho Musbm Icague by statin, in his 
interview on July 13th that the Bntish Government 
1s sing mb is a a and that this  dysbohesd 
tonepiricy to stifle Indias aspirations must be 
oles This as the bachground UF the so called ne 
gotiations for a Hindn Wushm aettlement started by 
Mr Raj igopalachan with the approvalof Wr Gandhi 
and from the miss of varving statements and con 
tradictions to d1y only one essential issue emerges 
numely that I am pat on my tril and that I have 
now to defind myself Lbus the private negotiations 
ended My only sin was that I requested 
Mr Rajigopaliehans to allow me to placo his 
proposal before my Working Committee and that 
as Mi Gandhi was no lorgerin pr on E requested 
that ho should directly commumeite to me whatever 
propo ils he may choose to pnt forwand assuring 
him that Lwould pico them before my Yorkin, 
Committee — What wis the objection to such a 
course ? 1 fail ta appreeitto the Imo adoptod by 
Mr Gandhi and Mr hajigopaliehans and I aia 
wilhng to fac. tho verdict of the Muslim J -rgue and 
any other independent ind mmpartint men in India 


or abroad 


t 
Lhisis so fir as tho procedare adoplet Now 


we come to the form of the Formula ate 
propo tls were not open to any discus ipn, or mddf 
fication It was onthe basis of tho i¢ or Jeive 
Yt scems that the Congress philowophy foes 
one better than the Botsh impenatsm — been 
ind thé 


the Crpys propdsils had the sanction t éhind | 
of Ihs Kayestes s Govermnent an! thy Wafesty’s 
Government sent one of the members of the Catinet 
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allthe way to India to personally approach the 
Congress and the Mushm League Not only that, 
Sir Stafford Cripps was closetted with the Congress 
leaders and the Working Committee for more_ than 
to wéeks m explaming and clanfymg— whatever 
poits were raised by the Congress and the Muslim 
Igague ‘Trté, there also was that rigidity, that the 
fundamentals of the Cnpps proposals were not open 
to any modification, and that was the reason why 
he failed But Mr Gandhi and Mr Rajag>palachan 
are oat Herod ng Herod ‘This is pure and simple 
dictation“and Tiot a sincere desire to negotiate In 
the first place, Mr Rajagopalachan is an expelled 
member of the Congress, and whatever individual 
efforts he may have made were by virtue of the 
approval of Mr Gandhi to lus propasals during 
Mr Gandiu’s ineveeration But ence Mr Gandhi 
13 released and 1s a free man, it 1s up to Mr Gandhi 
personally to deal with this grave problem of the 
settlement of the Hindu Muslim question, and 
there 13 no need of any go between But Mr Gandh 
1s too ill, and in his recent interview, when any 
question was put to him, he directed the questioner 
to Mr Rajagopalachan, and the Press representatives 
have been told that he had personally subscribed to 
Rayay’s offer when he was fasting im prison cam: 
“It1s now 16 months old For the rest of the 
offer, I must carry out the contract between - 
Rajaj.and myself He 1s to bear_the_brunt_of_all 
cntiasm that might be made, about that_offer * 
It isa pity that he gave no indication of ths in Ing 
famous letter dated 4th May 1943, which tii] 
remains undelivered to me, and it has ot a 
new name now, it 1s not a “formula” but an “offer? 
As regards Mr Gandhi, who says he has subsery 
bed to this offer, but according to Mr Rajagopal 
acharz, 1t 1s a “joint contmbution” and “forn, 


rm , 
the question artses, in what.capacity can My Can 2 
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association be judged, for he also 1s not evena 
fouranna member of the Congress He has got so 
many capacities—his personal capacity his eaprcity 
ag tho Dictator of the Congress, and above all 
his Mahatmaic divine authonty, which 38 ,uided 
by his inner voice, ind he is a Satyagrihe and 
the sole interpreter of what 1t means and stands 
for Hes not « Hindu buta'Sanatamst , and 
ho follows Hindusm of his own {t 18 rather 
dificult to know as ta what capacity Mr Gandli 
will use at a given time Mr Gandm, I hope, 
will be good enough to study the constitution, 
rules and regulations of the AlkIndia Wushm 
League, and that he will understand better my 
poution as the President of a really well organized 
nnd democratic body, viz, the All India Muslim 
Lengue, for I remember when Mr Gandin met 
Lord Linlithgow m September 1939, after the 
outbreak, of the war, he broke down and tears 
rolled down from his eves when he visualized the 
possible destruction by bombing of the Westminster 
Abbey and the Hotsce of Parhament, and saxt 
"What was tha use of Indian freedom if Fngland 
and Franco were defeated?! , he in a statement 
declared his wholchearted and most enthusiastic 
support for the prosecution of the war But hardiv 
a week thereafter, the Congress Working Committee 
decided to non cooperate of there demand for 
immediate independence, ete was not met, and as 
A first step tho Congress members of tho Central 
Assembly were ordernd to withdran Mr Ganthi 
turned round and sad they were nght, he was 
only an a minonty of one, and advised Lord 
Iinlithgow to come to terms with the Congress, 
approving of their decision 


Now wo como to the ments of the proposal In 
this cage we are told by Mr Reyagoprlachari to 
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quote his own words of the series of telegrams 
which were released by him — 


“Mr Gandhi, though nct vested with repre 
sentative or special capacity in this matter, defini. 
tely approved of my proposal and authonzed me 
to approach you on that basis Weight of his 
opmon would most probably secure Congress 
acceptance ” 


Mr Rajagopalachari in his statement of July 
16th from Panchgam starts with an absolutely 
untrue and misleading statement He says that 
“It is now two years since I started work, even 
though I had secured Gandhi: s unqualified snpport 
to the scheme and st conceded all that the Mus_ 
lim League had ever demanded tn tts Resolu. 
tion of 1940 ' If this 1s so, why not say we 
accept the League Resolution of 1940? His form. 
ula 13 a parody, a negation of and intended to 
torpedo the Mushm Leagues Resolution of March 
1940, and when he says that his formula concedes 
all that the Muslim League had ever demanded by 
its resolution, 1 1s the grogsest travesty First 
of all, where does he find any mention of “plebis 
cite” of any kind in that resolution? Then wh 
ths mdiculous proposal of a plebiscite districtwige? 
But let me take clause by clause some important 
points of Mr Rajagopalachari s formula 


First, tahe the preamble, the basis of the terms 
which, if accepted, will completely bind the Muslim 
League, whereas the Mahatma may withdraw hig 
blessings, as he 1s not speaking, according to Mr 
Rajagoplachan, with the authority of the Co 58 
er in his representative capacity, whatever that 
may mean Then we come to the first clause 
* Subject to the terms set out below as regards 
the Constitution”. Ido not see ‘the Constitution 
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in_tlus formula Which Constitution does he 
referto? Then comes the demand for our endor 
sing the Indiwn demand for andependence It 
imphes that we are against the independence of 
the peoples of Indis, and both Mr Gandhi and 
Mr Rajagopalachar: know that it isan un called 
for ansmuation to make, and they are castung an 
unwarrantcd reflection upon the Mushm League 
Next comes the condition that we should co oper 
ate with the Congress an the formation of a 
provisional interim Government for the transitional 
period, thereby arrogating to the Congress a 
dominant ond superior position and requiring 
our cooperation, as 4 subordinate body, with 
this leading organisation, and as to tho hind of 
provisional interim Government for the transitional 
period that 1s to be formed, no indication 
13 given as to its form, character, personnel, its 
powers, ete After the termmation of the wars 
mmission shall be appointed for demarcating 
contiguous districis in the North West and East 
of India, and a plebiscite of all the mhabitants 
would be held districtwise where the Mushm 
population 1s in absolute majority It 1s not stated 
who will appomnt this Commission, what will be 
ats personnel and its powers, and who will enforce 
ats findings Really, how can Mr Rajagopal 
achar stand unabashed and make « pubhe state 
ment that his formula concedes all that the Mushm 
Lesguo’s Resolution of March 1940 demands? It 
wonld be open to all parties to advocuto their 
pomtof view before a plebiscite is held, although 
this agreement is intended to be only between tho 
Congress and the League Next, m ‘the event of 
sepiration, mutual agreements shall be entercd 
into for safeguarding defence, commerce, au 
communications, and for other essential purposes 
The question arses, safeguarding these matters 
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from whom and what doesit mean?’ These mutual 
agreements are made obligatory and it 1s not 
very easy te understand the significance of this 
clause Then comes the last clau.e which 1s 
the height of imgenutty These terms shall be 
binding only in case of transfer by Britain of full 
power and responsiblity for the government of 
itis But it does not sav to whom, how and 
when 


According to the atest statement by Mr Gandlu 
the August Resolution 1s “absolutely innocuous ’, 
and that while his authority ‘has lapsed the August 
Resolution has not lapsed Let it now collapse for 
the Mushms do not regard if as innecuous ag both the 
demand and the sanction for it to forea this demand 
aro imumical to the Mushm ideals and demands 
Let Mr Gandhe yon hands with the Mushkin League 
on the basis of Pakistan m plain and unequivocal 
language, and we shall be nearer the independence 
of the peoples of India, which 1s so dear to the 
heart of not only Mr Gandhi but of muons in 
this country Mr Gandhi and Mr Rajagopal 
achart are puttmg the cart before the horse when 
they say that all these clauses can have any 
value or can become effective only if Great’ Britain 
transfers power to India, save and except acting 
on his latest seven pomts and immediately esta 
bhshing a Nauonal Government of Mr Gandhis 
conception There 1s no chance of it unlesg the 
Ebndus and Mushms come to a settlement ang 
umte and thus by means ofa umted front wrng 
out our freedom from the unwilling hands of the 
rulers of Great Britian 


Iam sorry if by expressing my views h. 
and freely and im self defence, I have hart ay 
body’s feehngs IJipurposely did not wish to a 


anythng when Mr Gandin was good £noagh o 


Wy) 


release to the Pres» his famons leticr to mo dated 
Moy 4th 1943 I refused to say a single word 
throughout the period commencing ‘from the release 
of Mr Gandhi up to dete I relused to say any 
thing when abruptly the correspondence was’ closed 
and released to the Press by Mr Rajgopalachart I 
had expected along with the millions of people m 
ths country, that Mr Gandhi would review and 
revise the entire situation tnd give a correct lead, 
having regard to the realities and conditions prev 
ailing in India But I think in frrness to the Muslint 
League and to myself Iimust now pnt our crise 
before the bar of the world opimon, and particularly 
the public apimion of Hindus and Mushmsin this 
land os by the tactics of Vr Raygopalachari as 
approved by Me Gandhi lami forced todo so But 
ont of evil cometh good I donot mind all the 
vi ification and misrepresentation and tho base eam. 
pugn that 1s carned on against me But at last, and 
it. 15 to the good ind conducive to further progress, 
Mr Gandhi has at any rite in ius personal capacity, 
accepted the prinaple of parution or dinson 
of India What remams now 1s the question of how 
and when ‘This has got to be carried out 
Mr Gandhi knows and understands the position 
better than any living man, for in one of Ins_articles 
im the‘ Haryan’ he put the question of Pakistan 
demand 3n ao nutsnell This 33 what ho sad 
“J hope Qud e Azam does not represent the cont 
dered opinion even of his colleagues Pahistan, 
according to him, im 4 nutshell is a. demand for 
carving out of India a portion to be wholly treated 
as an independent and sovereign state 


Tam glad that Mr Gandhi realises thit 1944 
ysnot 1942 It is 60m more senses than one, and 
he may further take inte gonsderation that 


1939 40 413s not 1944 
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Tam enclowng herewith a translation of this 


Jetter in Urdu 
Your brother, 


GANDH1 
(Mr. M,A dinnah’s reply to Mr Gandin) 


H B ‘ Queen Elizabeth ’, 
Srinagar Kashmir 
24th July, 1044 


Dear Mr Gandhi, 


I received jour letter dated 17th of July here 
on the 22nd of July, and I thank you for it 


I shall be glad to recerse you at mv house in 
Bombiy on my return, which will probably be about 


the middle of August By that time I hope te 
fy an 


you will have recuperated vour_health fu 
will be returning to Bombay I would lke to 


say nothing more till we meet 
Lam very very pleised to read inthe Press that 

vou are making very good progress, and I hope that 

you will soon be all right 


Yours sincerely, 
MA JINNAH 


JOINT STATEMENT SIGNED BY MR, JINNAH 
& MR, GANDHI RELEASED TO THE PRESS 
BY MR, JINNAH ALONG WITH THE TEXT 
OF CORRESPONDENCE ON THE EVENING 
OF SEPTEMBER 27, 1944 


“Mr Gandhr from the very commencement of 
our talks made it clear that he had approached 
me in his individual caprcity and that he repre- 
sented no one but himselt However, he assured 
me that he was really open to conviction and 
conversion to the Muslim League Lahore Resolu- 
tion of March 1940 

Without prejudice to my objection that in 
order to reach any settlement, negotiations can 
only be carried on properly when the other side 
is also fully represented and vested with authori- 
ty, in deference to Mr Gandhy’s wishes I agreed 
to the task of persuading and converting him to 
the fundamentals of Lahore Resolution 

! have placed before him everything and 
every aspect of the Muslim point of view In 
the course of our prolonged talks and corres. 
pondence, and we discussed all the pros and 
cons generally, and | regret to say that 
1 have failed in my task of converting 
Mr, Gandhi. 


We have, therefore, decided to release to the 
Press the correspondence that his passed 
between us 

Nevertheless, we hope that the public wyl! 
not fee! embittered, and we trust that this 1s no: 
the final end of our effort” - 


JINNAH-GANDHI CORRESPONDENCE 


Mr Jinnahs letter dated September 10 — 


Dear Mr Gandhi 


With reference to our talk yesterday Sept 
ember 9th { understcod from you that you 


had come to discuss the Hindu Muslim settle- 
ment with me in your individual capacity and 
not in any representative character or capacity 
on behalf of the Hindus or the Congress nor 
had you any authority todo so | naturally 
pointed out to you that there must be some 
one on the other side with authority holding a 
representative status with whom J can 
negotiate and, if possible come to a settle 

ment of the Hindu Mushm question and that 
for the position you had adopted there 
was mo precedent, and that this ratses great 
difficulties in my way 


As you know I can only sperk on behalf of 
Muslim India and the Ali India Mushm League 
‘as the President of the organr-anion which 
IT reprecent and as such 1 am subject to 
and governed by its constitution rules an 
regulations | think you realize and wil) admit 
that the settlement of the Hindu Muslim 
question Is the foremost and the major hurdle 


(3) 


ana unless representatives of these two 
nations put their heads together, how 1s one 
to make any headway with it? 


Nevertheless, I explained to you the Lahore 
resolution of March, 1940, and_ tried tq persuade 
you to accept the basic and fundamental prin- 
ciples embodied in it, but you not only refused 
to consider it but emphasized your opposition 
to the basts indicated in that resolution and 
remarked that there was “‘an ocean between 
you and me” WhenlIasked you what was 
then the alternative you suggested, you put 
forward the formula of Mr Rayagopalachiri 
approved by you We discussed it, and as 
various matters were vague and nebulous, and 
some required clarification, I wanted to have a 
clear idea of what it really meant and what were 
its implications, and asked you for explanation 
and clarification regarding the proposals embo 
died 1n that formula 


After some discussion, you requested me to 
formulate in writing my points that I thought 
required, or called for, an explanation 
and clarification and to communicate with you 
and that you would reply in writing before our 
next meeting on Monday, September 11, at 

30 pm Tam, therefore, submitting to yoy 
the following points which require clarification . 

(1) With regard to the preamble in what cap. 
actry will you bea consenting party if any 
agreement ts reached between you and me? 


(2) Clause 1 With regard to “the constitution 
for a free India” referred to in thts clause, 
should hke to Lnow first—what constitution do 
you refer to, who will frame it and when will ¢ 
come into being? 


(4) 


Nee it 1s stated in the formula that‘ the 
Muslim League endorses the Indian demand for 
independenc Does it mean the Corgres 
demand for independence 1s formulated mm the 
August Retolutton of 1942 bv the All Indi 
CongressCommittee tn Bombay or, 1f nor what 
tthe egnificance of chis cera for you know 
the Mushm League has mide it clear not onls 
by tts resoluttons but by ite creed which 1s 
embodied in its constitution that we stand for 
the freedom and independence of the whole of 
tors sub continent and that applies to Pakistan 
and Hindustan 


Next itis stated that the Muslim League “will 
co operate with the Congrese in its formation 
of 1 provisional interim Government for the 
trans:ttonil pertod’ i should like to know the 
basis or the lines on which such a Govern- 
ment isto be set up or constituted If you 
have a complete ang definite «cheme please let 
me have it 


(3) Clause 2) Who silf appoint the com- 
mission referred to in thts cliuse and who will 
gtve eflece to their ndings? Whats the mein 
ing of absolute majority referred to init? Wall 
the contemplated plebiscite be taken districtw ise 
or if not,on what basis? Who wall determine 
and dectde whether sucha plebiccite should be 
based on adule franchree or other procticable 
franchise? Who will give effect to the decision 
or verdict of the above mentioned plebiecite” 
Would only the districts on the border which 
are taken out fram the boundarres af the pre 
sent province by delimitation be entitled to 
Lhoose to join either state or would alto those 
outside the present boundaries have the right 
to choose to join erther state? 


(5) 


(4) Clause 3. Who are meant by “all 
parties” in this clause? 

(5) Clause 4 Ishould hke to know between 
whom and through what machinery and agency 
will the “mutual agreements‘ referred to 1n this 
clause be entered ito? What 1s meant by 
“safeguarding defence.and commerce, communica- 
tions and for other essential purposes?” Safeguard 
ng against whom? 

{6) Clause 5 “These terms shall be binding 
only 3n case of transter by Britain of full power 
and responstbility for the Government of India 
| should lke to know to whom 1s this 
power to be transferred, through what 
machinery and agency and when? 


These are some of the important points that 
occur to me for the moment, which require 
explanation and clarification, and I hope that 
you will let me have full details about the various 
ponte that I have raised in order that I may 

e better able to understand and judge your 
proposals before Ican deaf with them sattsfa 


ctorily. 
Yours sincerely, 


M A JINNAH 
Mr Gandh's letter dated September 11 — 


Dear Qaid-e Azam, 

I received your letter yesterday at 330 pm 
I wasin the midst of appotntments I hasten tg 
reply at the earlrest opportunity 

I have said in my letter to you-it 1s imphed 
in the Rajay formula and [have statedtpublicly 
that I have approached you as an individual My 
life mission has been Hindu-Muslim unity which 
Iwant for its own sake but which ts not to be 
achieved without the foreign ruling poyer 
being ousted 
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Hence the first condition of the exercise 
of the right of self determinatipn is achieving 
independence by the joint action of all parties 
and groups composing tInda_ [f such joint 
action is unfortunately impossible, then too 
1 must fight with the assistance of such 
elements as can be brought together, 


Tam glad thercfore, that you did not break 
off our aks when I refuscd to assume or accept 
representative ctpactry Of course, I am 
pledged to use all the influence I may hive 
with the Congress to ratify my agreement with 
sou May I remind you that the Raja fromula 
was designd in the first imstance for your 
acceptance and submission thereafter to the 
League? 

It 1s true that} satd an ocean separated you 
and me tn outloak Bue that had no reference 
to the Lahore resolutton of the League The 
Lahore resoluctan ts indeftatte  Raytse has taker 
from it the substance and grven sta shape 

Now for the points raised by you 

1 I hase already answered this in the 
roregomng 

2 The constitution will be framed by the 
provisional government contemplated in the 
formula or an authority specially set up by 
it after the British power fs withdrawn, The 
independence contemplated is of the whole of 
Indoa as it stands 


‘The basis for the formation of the provisional 
interim government will hive to be agreed to 
between the League and the Congress 
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3. The commission will be appointed by 
the provisional government. Absolute 
majority means a clear majority over non- 
Muslim elements as in Sind, Baluchistan or 
the Frontier Province The form of plebiscite 
and the franchise must be a matter for discussion 

4 “All parties” means parties interested 


5 “Mutual agreement” means agreement 
between contracting purties “Safeguarding 
defence, etc.’ means for me a central or 
joint board of control Safeguarding means 
safeguarding against all who may put the 
common interests in jeopardy 

6 The power isto be transferred to the 
nation, that 1s to the provisional government 
The formula contemplites peaceful transfer 
by the British Government So far as I am 
concerned, 1 should like the transfer to take 
place as early as possible 


Yuurs sincerely, 
M Kk GANDHI 


Mr dinnahs letter dated September 11-— 


Dear Mr Gandhi 


I received your letter of September IL at 
5pm today [note that you have approached 
me as an individual and I have already expressed 
my views about it Please do not take it thar 
I acquiesce in the position that you have rdopted 
for which there 3s no precedent Nevertheless 
L proceeded to discuss matters % 1th you because 
naturally I am anxious to convert you to m 
point of view if possible {urged you that the 
only solution of India’s problem is to acceat 
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the division of India as Pakistan and Hindustan, 
as briefly laid down in the Lahore resollitien 
of March 1940, and proceed to settle 


details forthwith 


You say the Lahore resolution ts indefinite 
You never asked me for any ctarification or 
explanation of the terms of the resolution, 
but you really indicated your emphatic oppo- 
sition to the very basis and the fundamental 
principles embodied in it, | should, therefore, 
lke to know tn what way of respect the 
Lahore resolution is indefinite [cannot 
agree that Rajaji has taken from it its substance 
and given it shape On the contrary, he has 
not only put it out of shape but mutilated it, 
as L explained in my speech which I delivered 
at the meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League at Lahore on duly 30. 

You say the “first condition of the exercise 
of the right of self determination 1s achieving 
independence by the jore action of all parties 
and groups composing Indta. If such joint action 
36 unfortunately imposstble, then too I must fight 
with the assistance of such elements as can be 


brought together” 
This, In my op:nion, Is, as | have repeatedly 


said, putting the cart before the horse, and 
Is generally opposed to the policy and declara- 
tions of the All-India Muslim Leaque, Yeu 
are onty holding on firmly to the August 


Resolution of 1942 
In order to acheve the freedom and 


' Independence of the peoples of India It is 
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essental, in the first instance, that there 
should be a Hindu-Muslim settlement 


Of course Iam thankful to yeu when you say 
that you are pledged to use all the influence that 
you have with the Congress to ratify your agree: 
ment with me, but that 1s not enough im ‘my 
judgment, although it will beavery valuable 
help to me I once more ask you please to let me 
know what 1s your conception or basis for the 
formation of a provisional interim government 
No doubt, it will be subject to agreement 
between the League and the Congress but I 
thinkin fairness you should at least give me 
>ome rough idea or lines of your cpnception, for 
you must have thought it out by now and I 
woald like to know what are your proposals or 
scheme for the formation of a provisional 
mterim government, which can g1ve me some 


clear picture to understand 1t ; 


You have omitted to answer my questor as 
to who will give effect to the findings of the 
commission, and also it 1s not clear to me what 
you mean by 2bsolute majority, when you say it 
means “a clear majority over non Muslim 
elements as 1n Sind Baluchistan or the Frontier 
Province” You have not even replied to my 
*question as to who will decide the form of the 
plebiscite and the franchise contemplated by thé 
fromula 

The answer to the fourth point does not 
carry any clear 1dea when, you say “all parties 


means patties interested 7 


You say “‘mutual agreement means agree. 
ment between contracting parties” Who are 
the contracting parties once @ provistona 
interim government 1s established of your 


ta 
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As to the third po.nt, the provisional govern 
ment being the appomting authority will give 
cffect to the findings of the commission = The 
f thought was implied in my previous answet 

4 


Rajat tells me thar absolute majority 1s used 
in bis formula in the same sense 19 it 1s used mn 
ordinary Icgal parlance wherever more than 
two groups are dealt with I ching tomy own 
answer But you will perhaps suggest a third 
meantng and persuade me to accept tt 

The form of the plebiscite and franchise 
must be left to be decided by the provisional 
interim government unless we decide it now 
| should say it should be by adult suffrage of 
afl the inhabitants of the Pakistan area 


Astothe fourth all parties’ means you and 
Tand every one elee holding stews on the que 
stron at tssue willand should seck by peaceful 
persuasion to influence public opinion as 1s dom 
where demacrics functions « holly or tn part 


As to fifth, supposing that the result of 
the plebiscite is in favour of partition, the 
provisional government will draft the treaty 
and agreements as regards the administration 
of matters of common Interest, but the same 
has to be confirmed and ratified by 
the governments of the two states 
The machmety required for the settlement and 
administration of matters of common interest 
wall in the first imstance be planned by the 
interrm government bur subsequently will be 
matter for seclement between the two govern 
ments acting through the agencies appatnted 
by each for thie purpose 
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5 ‘ 
\s to sixth, I hope the foregoing makes 
supétfluous any further reply 


Yours sincerely 
ve M K GANDHI 


Mr dinnah’s letter dated September 14 — 


Dear Mr Gandht, 

L received your letter of September 14th at 
445 pm today in reply to my lettér of Sept 
ember 11th (and not of Septembér 13th as 
you state, which seems to, be a mistake) and I 
thank you for it 

1 Please let me have as soon as you,can your 
promised letter indicating in what way or respect 
the Lahore resolution 1s ‘indefinite’, , 


2 With regard to to the provision in the 
en Raydyt fromula that the Muslim League 
endorses the Indian demand for independence,’ I 
asked yoluin my letter dated September 10th 
* Does it niean the Congress demand for independ 
encevas formulated inthe August 1942 Resolution 
by the All-India Congress Committee in Bombay 
oraf not, what ts the significance of this term “to 
which you replied by your letter of September 
lith “The independence contemplated ts of 
the..whole of India as it stands.” Hence | agatn 
ask, does it’mean on the basis of an united 
India? I find that you have not clarified the pont 
satisfactorily 

As regards the next part of ,this clause the 
tormula proceeds to lay down that ‘‘the Muslim 
League will co operate with the Congress in the 
*ormation of the prov tstonal interim government 
tor the transitional pertod "I requested you by ms 
letter of September 10th to let me,hnow ‘the 
basts or the lines on which such a government to 
besetup or constituted If you have 1 complete 
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and definite scheme, please let mé have it,” to 
which you rephed by your letter of September 
Vth under reply that “the basis for the formation 
of the provisional interim government will have 
+o be agreed to betwen the League and the 
Corgress"” But that 1s not meeting my request 
for clarfication or giving me at leit the outhne« 
of sucha governments ‘and that 18 what I have 
been asking for hope that you do appreciate 
my point when lam requesting you tolet me 
have rough outhnes of the proposed provisional 
mterim government according to the formula 
so that] may have some idea Of course, I 
can quite understand that such a provisional 
interim government all represant all the parties 
and would be of a character that will inspire 
confiderce at the present moment of all the 
Lean quite understand that when the 
moment arrives certain things ma follow, but 
before we can deal with this formula in a satisfa 
ctory manner I repeat again that, as itis your 
formula, you should give me a rough idea of the 
thrt you. conte- 


rovisional mterimo government 
Taplite and of your conception What | would 


hike to know would be, what will be the 
powers of such a provistonat interim govern- 
ment, how it willbe formed, to whom it will 
be responsible, and what will be its compo- 
sitron, etc. You, being the sponsor of this 
Gandhy Raja)! formula, should give me some 
rough sdea and picture of it, so that | may 
understand what ths part of the formula 


means, 
letter of September Mth in reply to 
inane ‘of September Jith you form me that 

id have told me xf you had any scheme 
Jamagine thar Howe teocan agree it 
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would be for us to consult the other parties”. 
but that is just the point. Unless 1 have some 
outlines or scheme, however rough, from you, 
what ate we to discuss in order to reach anv 
agreement? . 


As regards the other matters which you have 
further explained T have noted the explanation. 
and I do not think I need press you further. 
although some of them are not quite satisfactory 

; Your sincerely, 


5 M. A JINNAH. 


Mr Gandhi's fetter dated September {S:— 
Dear Qaid -e-Azam. + 


This is in terms of our talk of Wednesday 
13th instant. 7 


For the moment I have shunted the Rajaji 
formula and with your assistance am applying 
my mind very seriously to the famous Lahore 
resolution of the Muslim League 


You must admit that the resolution itself 
makes no reference to the two nations theory 
In the course, of our discussions you have 
passionately pleaded that India contains two 
nations, ie. Hindus and Muslims and that the 
latter have their homelands in India as the former 
have theirs. The more our argument progresses, 
the more alarming your picture appears to me 
Te would be alluring 1f it was true- But my fear 
ts growing that it is wholly unreal [find no 
parallel in history for a body of converts and 
their descendants claiming to be a nation spart 
from the parent stock. If India was one fiation 
before the advent of Islam it must .femairn one 
in spite of the change of faith of avery farce 
body of her children. 
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You do not clatm to be a separate nation by 
right of conquest but by rerson of acceptance 
of Islam Will the two nations become one 3f 
the whole of India accepted Islam? Will Bengalie 
Orryas  ‘ndhras. Tamlins Maharachtrrans 
Cusaritts etc cease to have their speeni 
chatactertstics af all of them became converts to 
Islam? These have all become one politically 
because they nre subject to one foresygn control 
They are trymg rodiy co thron off thee 


subsection 


You seem to have mtroduced a new test of 
nationhood Iffaccept st I would have to sub 
seribe to many mere claims and face an insoluble 
problem The only real thovgh awful test of our 
mitionhod arises out of our common political 
subjection If you and I throw off this subsection 
by ovr combined effort we shall be born 6 
politically free nation out of our travail [f by 
then we hase not learntto prize our freedom 
ac may quarrel among ourselses and for want 
ofa common master holding us together in hie 
iron grip seek to spe up into small groups or 
nationahties Th re will be nothing to prevent 
ustrom descending to that Jevel and we shall 
not have te go in seatch ofa master There 
are mony claman’s to the throne that never 
remains cent 

Wirth this bickgrauad I shall preant you 
with ms difficules in secepting your reeolution 

wl) Pakictan se not in the reeolutton Doct 
vy: bear the orginal meaning Punjab Mfph 
amston Kashmir, Sind and Bafuctietan out of 
which the name was nemomecally formed? If not 
ahar re 2t? 

I) Te the soul of Pakistan Van Islam? 

: 
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3 Whatisit that distinguishes an Indian 
Muslim from every other Indian, if not his 
Reeen Is he different from a Turk or an 

rab? 


4 What is the connotation of the word 
“Mushm" in the resolution under discussion? 
Does it mean the Muslims of the India of 
geography or of the Pakistan to be? 


“ 


5 Is the resolution addressed to the Mushms 
by way of education, or to the mbhabitants of 
the whole of India by way of appeal or to 
the foreign ruler as an ultimatum? 


6. Are the constituents in the two zones to 
constitute “independent states an undefined 
number in each zone? 


7 Isthe demarcation to take place during 
the pendency of British rule? 


8 If the answer to the last question 18 in 
the affirmative, the proposal must be accepted 
by Britain and then imposed upon India, not 
evolved from within by the free-will of the 
people of India‘ 


9 Have you examined the position and 
satisfied yourself that these “independent 
states” will be materially and otherwise bene- 
fitted by being split up into fragments 7 


10 Please satisfy me that these independent 
sovereign states will not become a collection 
of poor states, a menace to themselves and to 
the rest of India. 


11 Pray show me by facts and figures or 
otherwise how independenec and welfare of 
India asa whole can be brought about by the 
acceptance of the resolution? 
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12 How are the Muslims under the Princee 
to be disposed of as a result of this scheme? 


13° Whatas your definition of “minorities? 


14 Will you please define the ‘ adequate 
effectie‘and mandatory <afeguards” for minor 
ittes. referred to in the second part of the 
resolution? 


U5 Do you not see that the Lahore Resolu- 
tion contains only a bate statement of the 
objective and does not give any tdea as to the 
means to be adopted for the execution of the 
idea and the conerete corollartes thereof? For 
instince 

(a) ate the people in the tegions falling 
under the plan to haye any voice in the matter 
of separation and tf so hows it to be 
ascertained? 

(b) Whatis the provision for defence and 
similar matters of common concern contemplated 
in the Lahore Resclutron? 

{c) There are many groups of Muslims 
who have continuously expressed dissent 
fram the policy of the League, While lam 
prepared to accept the prepondersting Influ- 
ence and position of the League and have 
approached you for that very reason, fs (t 
net our Joint duty to remove thelr doubts and 
carry them with us by making them feel that 

they and thelr supporters have not been 
practically disfranchised? 


8) Does this not lead again to placing the 
saisniee of the League before the people of 
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the zone concérned as a whole for acceptance ? 


As ] write this letter and imagine the working 
of the resolution in practice, I see nothing but 
ruin for the whole of India Believe me I 
approach you as aseeker Though I represent 
novody but myself, I aspire to represent all 
the habitants of Indra for I realise in my own 
person their misery and degradation which ts 
their common lot irrespective of class caste or 
creed J know that you have acquired a unique 
hold onthe Muslim masses I want you to use 
your influence for ther welfare, which must 
include the rest 


In this hasttly written letter I have only 
given an inkling of my difficulty. 


Yours sincerely, 
M K Gandhi 


Mr Gandhis letter dated September 15-— 
Dear Qaid-: Azam, 


I have yours of the 14th mstant. received at 
940 am 


I woke up at-3 am_ today to finish my 
promised letter on the Lahore resolution 

There 1s no mistake about the date for I 
wrote in answer to your remtnder of the 13th 
instant, 

Independence does mean as envisaged in 
the A.1C.C. Resolution of 1942. But it 
cannot be on the basis of a united India. If 
we come to a settlement it would be on the 
basis of the settlement, assuming of course 
that it secures general acceptance in the 
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country The pracess will be ‘ somewhat 
like this We reach by joint effort independ 
ence for India as it stands India becorre 
free will proceed to demarcation, plebiscite 
and partition if the people concerne vote 
for partition All this 1s implied in the 
Rajaji formula 


As tothe provisional interrm Government I 
am afraid I cannot carry my answer any further 
than } have done ThoughI bave no scheme 
for th, provisional Government if you have one 
in connection with the Lahore Resolution which 
also I presume requires an interim Government 
we can discuss it 


The formula was framed by Rayjaj: in good 
faith Taccepted it in equal good faith The 
hope was that you would look atit with favour 
We strll think 1 to the best in the cricumstinces 
You and Ihave to put flesh onit if we can 1 
have explamed the process we have to go 
through You have no objection toit Perhaps 
you want to know how I would form the provt 
stcnal Government if I was invited thereto If 
{ was in that uneviable position] would see 
all the clammants and endeavour to satisfy them 
My co operation will be avatlable in that task 


e you full satisfaction about your 
‘aguee whee | would Ikke to know would be 
what will be the powers of such a provistonal 
interm Government how it will be formed to 
whom it will be responsible = The provisional 
interim Government will be responsible to 
the elected members of the present Assembly 
or anewly elected one = It will have all the 
powers less that of the commander-in-chtef 
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during the War and full powers thereafter. 
It will be the authority to give effect to the 
agreement that may be arrived at between 
the League and the Congress and ratified by 


the other parties, 
Your sincerely 
M K GANDHI 


Mr dinnah’s letter dated September 17 — 


Dear Mr Gandhi, 


T have yoar letter of September 15th and I 
thank you for it | note that you have for the 


moment shunted the Rajaj! formula and are 
applying your mind very seriously to the 
Lahore Resolution of the Muslim League 
Itis my duty to explain the Lahore Resolution 
to you to-day and persude you to accept 3t, even 


though you are talking to me as you have often 
made it clear, in your indiviaual capacity I 
have successfully converted non Mushm Indians 
mno small number and also a large body of 
foreigners, and if I ¢ 
as you do tremendous influnence over Hindu 
India, it will be no small astistance to me, 
although we are not proceeding on the footing 
that you are carryg on these talks mm your 
representative character or capacity and my 
difficulties remam until you are vested with 
a representative status and authority in order 
to negotiate and reach an agreement with you 


You have stated in your letter dated Septem- 
ber ith that the Lahore Resolution 1s “imdefi 
mte” Itherefore naturally asked you to please 
let me Lnow in what way or respect the Lahore 


an convert you exercising | 
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Resolution 1S indefinite, and now I have received 
your letter of September 5th under reply 
The third paragraph of your letter 1s not 
seeking clartfication but a disquisition and 
f your views on the point whether 
mans are a nation This matter can 
by means of correspendence 
There 1s a great eal of discussion and literature 
ant which 1s available, and 3t 1s for you 
finally, when you have studted this 
whether the Mussalmans and 


not two major nations tn thts sub: 
continent For the moment I would refer you 
to two publications: although there are many 
more Dr. Ambedkar's book and “MR T's 
Nationalism 19 Conflict 1n India We main- 
tain an hat Muslims and Hindus are 
two major definition or test 
of a nation. We are a nation of a hundred 
million, and what Is more we are a nation 
with our own distinctive culture and elvili- 
is language and literature, art and 
architecture, names and nomenclature, sense 
of value and proportion, legal laws and moral 
codes, customs and calendar, history and 
traditions, aptitudes and ambitions, in short 
we have our own distinctive outlook on life 
and of life. By all canons of International 
Law we are a nation, Now I shall proceed to 
' 


reply to your various points 
Yes the word “Pakistan” 13 not mentrone 


he Resolutron and it does not bear the 


rd has now become 


edit 
aning ‘The wo: 
on oNS with che Lahore Resolution 
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that the question 1s 1 mere bogey 

3. This potnt 1s covered by my answer that 
the Mussalmans of Indta are a nation As 
to the last part of your query itis hardly relev 
ant to the matter of clarification of the Reso- 


lution 
4 Surely you hnow what the word Mushim:” 


means 


5 This port does not arise by way of 
clarification of the text of the Lahore Resolution 


6 No Thev sill form units of Pakistan 


7 Ac soon as the basts and the principles 
embodied in the Lahore Resolution 11e accepted 
the question of demarcation «ill have to be 
taken up immediatels 


8 In view of my reply to {7} y 
(8) has been answered a 


9 Does not relate to clarification 
10 My answer to (9) covers this point 


11 Does not arise out of the clariftcation 
of the Resolution Surely this 1s not ashing for 
clarification of the Resolution I have in 
numerous speeches of mine and the Mushm 
League tn 1ts Resolutions have pointed out that 
this 1s the only solution of India's problem and 
the road to achieve freedom and independence 


of the peoples of India 


12 “Muslims under the Princes’ _ The 
Lahore Resolution is orks ccnfined to British 
Indta This question does not arise out of the 
clarification of the Resolution 


2 Thi» point does not arise, but sell I reply 


our question 
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13 The definition of minorities You 
yourself have often said minorities means 


accepted minorities” 


14 The adequite effective and mandatory 
safeguards for minorities reterred to in the 
Resolution are 2 matter for negotiation and 
settlement with the minorities in the respective 
states viz Pakistan and riindustan 


15 It does give basic principles and when 
they are accepted then the details will have to 
be worked out by the contracting parties 


(a) does not arisé by wav 
(b) does not arise by way of clarification 


The Muslim League 1s the only authori- 
ntative organization of Muslim 


of clarification 


(c) 
tative and represe 
India 

(d) No See answer (c) 

\s regards your final paragraph before recet- 
sing clarifications from me you have already 

assed your ju gment and condemned the 
Lahore Resolution, when you say As I write 
this letter and imagine the working of the 
resolution 20 practice, 1 see nothing but rum 
for the whole of India 1 understand that you 
have made clear to me that you represent 
nobody but yourself andl am trying to per- 
suade you and to convert you that this 1s 
the road which willlead us to the achieve- 
ment of freedom and independence not only 
major nations Hindus and Muslims 
est of the peoples of India but 


when you proceed to say that you aspire to 
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represent all the inhabitants of India, | regret 
! cannot accept that statement of yours I[t 
is quite clear that you represent nobody else 
but the Hindus, and as long as you do not 
realize your true position and the realities, 
it 1s very difficult for me to argue with you, 
and it becomes stil more difficult to per- 
suade you, and hope to convert you to 
the realities and the actual conditions pre- 
vailing in India to-day I am pleading before 
you tn the hope of converting you as I have done 
with many others successfully As [ have said 
before you are a great man and you exercise 
enormous influence over the Hindus particularly 
the masses and by accepting the road that | am 
pointing out to you you are not prejudicing or 
harming the interests of the Hindus or of the 
mmorities On the contrary Hindus will be 
the greatest gainers Iam convinced that true 
welfare no. only of the Muslims but the rest of 
India hes in the division of India as proposed 
by the Lahore Resolution It is for you to 


consider whether it is not your policy 
and programme in which you have” persisted 
which has been the principal factor of “ruin 
of whole of India and of misery and degrada- 
tion of the people to which you refer and 
which {deplore no less than any one else 
And it 1s for thet very reason I am pleading 
before you all these days although you insist 
that you are having these talks with me only in 
your individual capacity in the hope that you 
may yet revise your policy and programme 
Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH 


{26) 
Mr, Gandhi s letter dated September 19.— 
ID MUBARAK 


Dear Qard 1 Azam 
Many'thanks for yours of 27th tnstant 


lam sorry to have to say that vour answers 
omitting 1, 2 and 6 do not give satisfaction 


It may be that all mv questions do not artse 
from the view of mete clarification of the Lahore 
Resolution But I contend thar thev are very 
relevant from the standpoint ofa seeker that I 
am You cannot expect any one to agree to or 
shoulder the burden of the claim contatned in 
the Lahore Resolution without for inetance 
answering my questions 15 (a) and 15 (b) which 

‘ou brush aside as mot artsing by way of clari- 
1Cation 

Dr Ambedkar's thesis while 1t 1s ably wratten 
has carried no conviction to me The other 
book mentioned by you I am sorry to say, T have 


not seen 

Why can you not accept my statement that 
Lasptre to represent all the sections that compose 
the people of India? Do _yau not aspire > 
Should not every Indian? That the pspiration 
may never be realized 1s beside the pont 


lam beholden to you mépste of your opinion 
about me, fos having patience with me, 1 hope 
you will never lose rt but will persevere mn your 
efforr to convert me_ I ask you to take me with 
my strong views and even prejudices, of I am 


guilty of any 
As to yout verdict on my policy and pro- 
gramme, Wwe mutt agree to differ For, Iam * 
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wholly unrepentant My purpose is as a lover 
of communal unity to place my Services at your 
disvosal 


I hope you do not expect me to accept the 
Lahore Resolution without understanding its 
implications _If your letter 1s the final word 
there 1s little hope Can we not agree to 
differ on the questions of “two nations’” and 
yet solve the problem on the basis of self- 
determination? It 1s this basis that has 
brought me to you If the regions holding 
Muslim mayorities have to be separated accor- 
ding to the Lahore Resolution, the grave step 
of seperation should be specifically placed 
before and approved by the people in that 
area 


Yours sincerely 
M K GANDHI 


Mr dinnah’s letter dated September 21°-— 


Dear Mr Gandhi 


Iam im receipt of your letter of September 
19th, and I have already given you my answers 
to all your questions relating to clarification of 
the Lahore Resolution or any part of at, and I 
am glad that vou admit when you say “It may 
be that all my questions do not arise from the 
view of mere clarification of the Lahore Resolu 
tion", but you particularly emphasize your points 
15 (a) and 15 (b) I regret to say it has no 
relation to the context of the resolution or any 
part thereof You have brought so many 
matters into our correspondence which are 
entirely outside the matter requiring clarift- 
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cation, so I have pertorce te deal with them 
Te me first deal with your letter of September 
d 


You say “My hfe | mission has been 
Hindu-Mushim unity which I want for its own 
sake but which ts not to be achteved without 
the forergn ruling power being ousted Hence 
the first conditicn ‘of the exercise of the right 
of self determination 1s achieving independence 
by the jotnt action of all the parties and group* 
comporing India If such joint action Is unfor- 
tunately impossible, then too] must fight with 
the assistance of such elements as can be brought 


together. 


The gist. of your letters up to, date 18 that 
you are medded to this policy and will pursue 
it In your next letter of September 14th while 
you were good enough to furnish me with the 
clarification of the Gandhi-Raya}t formula, you 
were pleased to observe “I have, at any rate 
for the moment, put 1t out of my mind and [sr 
now concentrating on the Lahore Resolution in 
the hope of finding a ground for mutual agree 
ment, In your letter of September 15th. you 

pendence does mean 9s envisaged in 

the AICC Resolution of 4942" Iris therefore 

ot prepared to revise your 

adhere firmly to your policy 
hich you have persisted in an 

demand, final policy. 

imme, 20 e method and sanction for 

erpereing it by resorting to mass crvil disobedt- 
ence in terms of 8th August 1942 resolution. and 
you have made 1¢ more clear again by stating in 

£ September a8 _ foleows ~~ 

* air verdict on my policy and programme. 
en ant agree to differ For I am wholly 
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unrepentant” You know that the August 1942 
Resolution 13 inmical to the tdeals and demands 
of Muslim India Then again 1 the course of 
our discussion when | ashed you for clarification 
of the Gandhi-Rajayi formula ycu were pleased 
to say by your letter of September 15th as 
follows - Fer the moment I have shunted t e 
Rajat formula and with your assistance am 
applying my mind very seriously to the famcus 
Lahore Resolution of the Muslim League” We 
discussed 1t in its various aspects as yiu told 
me you were open to be persuaded and con- 
verted to our point of view I discussed the 
Resolution at ‘great length with you an 

explained everything you wanted to understand 
even though you have emphasized more than 
once that vou are having these talks with me 
im your personal capacity and in your letter of 
September 15th you ‘assured me in the following 
words with regard to the Lahore Resolution 
“Believe me I approach you asa seeker though 
I represent no body but mvself and that you 
were open to conviction and conversion You 
had informed me by your letter of September 
Uth as follows — ‘ It 1s true that I said an ocean 
separated you and me im outlook But that 
had no reference to the Lahore Resolution of 
the League The League resolution 18 indefinite * 

I naturally therefore, proceeded in reply, to 
ash you by my letter of September 11th as 
follows — ‘You say tre Lahore Resolution 15 
mndefmite You never asked me for any clarif1- 
cation or explanation of the terms of the Resol 

ution but you really ind cated your emphatic 
opposition to the very basis and the fundamental 
principles embodied 1n 1t I would therefore 
Tike to know in what way oF respect the Lahore 
Resolution 1s indefinite”, arg I sent you a 
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reminder on September 13h fo woicu you 
replied by your letter of September 15th not 
confining yourself really to matters of clartft 
cation, but imcroducing other extraneous 
matters with sone of which I bad already dealt, 
in reply to this letter of yours of September 15th 
by my letter of Septembyr 17th and furnished 
you with all the clarifications informing you that 
you had introduced several matters which could 
hardlv be discussed in a satisfactory manner 
by means of correspondence I have already 
given you all the clarifications you require sO 
tar as the Lahore Resolution gors and its text Js 
concerne You again raise fyrther arguments, 
reasons and grounds and continue to persis¢ In 
a disquisition on the point, amongst others, 
whether Muslims of {ndia are a nation and then 
you proceed further ro say, “Can we not agree 
to differ on the question of ‘two nations” and yet 
solve the problem on the basis of self-determi~ 
ation” It seems to me that you are labour- 
ing under some m sconception of the real 
meaning of the word «Self-Determination 

Apart from the Inconsistencies and contra- 
dictions of the various positions that you 
have adopted in the course of our correspon- 
dence, as indicated above, can you not 
te our point of view that we claim 


apprecia : 
the right of self-determination as & nation 
jal unit, and that we are 


and not as a territor’ 
yse our Inherent right as a 


which is our birthright ? 
Whereas you are labouring under the wrong 


idea that Jself.determination”’ means only that 


of “a territorial unit which by, the way. is 


entitled to exerc 
Mustim nation, 
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neither demarcated nor defined yet, and 
shere 1s no Union or Federal constitution of 
India in being, functioning as 3 sovereign 
Central Government Ours Is a case of 
division and carving out two independent 
sovereign states by way of settlement be- 
tween two major nations Hindus and Muslims, 
and not of severance or seccession from any 
existing Union which 1s nor-existent In 
India, The right of self determination which 
we claim postulates that we ere a nation, 
and as such it would be the self-determination 
of the Mussalmans and they alone are 
entitled to exercise that right 


I hope you will now understand that your 
question 15 (a) does not arise out of the Lahore 
Resolution or of any part thereof As to 15 (b), 
again it does not arise as a matter of clarification, 
for it will be a matter for the constitution 
making body chosen by Pakistan to deal with 
and decide all matters as sovereign body repre 
senting Pakistan _ vi% avis the constitution 
making body of Hindustan or any other patty 
concerned There cannot be defence an 
similar matters of sscommon concern,” when 
it 1s accepted that Pakistan and Hindustan 
will be two separate independent sovereign 
states. I hope I have now given all satisfactory 
explanations over and above the matter of 
clarification of the Lahore Resolution, in the 
hope of converting you as an indisidual “seeker ’ 


Yours sincerely P 
M A JINNAH 
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«Mr Gandhi s fetter dated September 22 — 


‘ 
Dear Qard-1-Azam 
Your letter of yesterday (2tst mst) sv 
disturbed me that I thought I would postpone 
my reply till after we had met at the usual time 
Though t ‘made no advance at our meetmg I 
think I see somewhac clearly what you are 
driving at The more J think abour the two 
natron's theory the more alarming it appears to 
be The book recomended hy you gives me 
no help It contains half ‘truths and its 
conclusions or inferences are unwarranted 
am unable to accept the proposition that 
the Muslims of India area nation distinct 
from the rest of the inhabitants of India. 
Mere assertion 1s no proof The consequences 
of accepting such a proposition are dangerous in 
the extreme Once the principle xs admitted 
there would be no limit to claims for cutting up 
India ynto numerous divisions which would 
spell India's ruin. EF have theretore suggested a 
way out Letit bea partition as between two 
brothers, sf a division there must be 
You seem to be averse to a plebiscite In 
spite of the admitted importance of the League, 
there must be clear proof that the people 
affected desire partition tn my opinion all 
the people inhabiting the area ought to 
express their opinion specifically an this 
singte issue of division, Adult suffrage 1s the 
best method but [ would accept any other 
equivalent 
You summarily resect the idea of common 
interest between the two arms can be no 
willing patty to @ division which does not 
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provide for the simultaneous safeguarding of 
common interests such as defence, foreign affairs 
and the lke. There will,be no feeling of 
security by the people of India without a recog- 
nition of the natural and mutual obligations 
arising out of physical contiguity. - 

Your letter shows a wide divergence’ of 
opinion and outlook between us. Thus you 
adhere to the opinion often expressed by you 
that the August 1942 resolution is “inimical to 
the ideals and demands of Muslim India” There 
is no proof for this sweeping statemént- 

We seem to be moving in 2 circle. I have 
made a suggestion. If we are bent on agreeing, 
as | hope we are, let us callin a third party 
or parties to guide or even arbitrate between 
us. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. GANDHI. 


Mr dinnah’s letter dated September 23;— 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, : : 

Tam in receipt of your letter of September 
22nd, and thank you forit- | am = sorry that 
you think | have summarily rejected the idea 
of common interest between two arms, and 
and now you put it somewhat differently 
from 15 (b), when you say there will be no 
feeling of security by the people of India 
without a recognition of the natural and 
mutual obligations arising out of physical con- 
tiguity. My answer, already given, is that 
it will be for the Constitution-making . body 
of Pakistan and that of Hindustan, or any 
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other party concerned, to deal with such 
matters on the footing of their being two 
independent states, 

tam really surprised when you say there is 
no proof of what you characterize as a 
sweeping statement of mine, that the August 
1942 resolution is inimical to the ideals and 
demands of Muslim India. The resolution tn 
its essence js as follows :— 


(2) immediate grant of complete inde- 
pendence and setting up immediately of a 
federal central Government on the basis of 
a united democratic Government of Indis 
with federated units or provinces, which 
means establishing a Hindu ra}. 

(b), that this National Government so 
set up will evolve a scheme for a constituent 
assembly, which will be chosen by adult 
franchise, which will prepare a constitution 
for the Government of Indiz, which means 
that the constituent assembly chosen will be 
composed of an overwhelming majority of 
the Hindus, nearly 75 per cent. 

+ (¢) to enforce this demand of the Congres« 
the August resolution decides on and sanctions 
a resort to mars civil disobedience at your cam- 
mand and when ordered by you as the sole 


dictator of the Congress 
This demand {s basicaly and fundamentally 


sed to the Ideals and demands of Muslim 
india of Pakistan, as embodied in the Lahore 
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Resolution, and to enforce such a demand by 
means of resort to mass civil disobedience ts 
inimical to the tdeals and demands of Muslim 
India, and if you succeed in realising this 
demand, it would be a death-blow to .Muslim 
India I see from the correspondence and talks 


between you and me that you are still holding 
fast to this fateful resolution 


From the very first day of our talks you made 
it clear to me and you have repeatedly said in 
the course of our correspondence and talks that 
you have approached me in your individual 
capacity and you assured me that you werea 
seeker of light and knowledge and that you 
seriously and earnestly wanted to understand 
the Lahore Resolution and were open to convi 
ction and conversion Therefore in deference 
to your wishesI made every effort all these 
days and in the course of our prolonged talks 
and correspondence to convert you but unfor 
tunately it seems Ihave failed And now you 
have made new suggestions and proposals by 
your letter under reply 

(1) You say I have therefore suggested a 
way out Letit be a partition as between two 
brothers 1fadivisionthere must be_ I really 
do not know what this means and I would like 
you to elaborate thi< proposal and give me some 
rough outlines of this new 1dJea of yours as to 
how and when the division 1s to take place and 
in what way It 1S different from the division 
envisaged by the Lahore Resolution 

(2) You say let us callin third party or 
parties to guide or even arbitrate between us 
May I point out that you have repeatedly made 
clear to me that you are having these talks as an 
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mdrytdual seeker ? How can any question of a 
third party or parties to guide or arbitrate 
between us arise ? 


Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH 


Mr, Gandhi s letter dated September 23 — 


Dear Qatd 1 Azam 

Last evening s talk has left a bad taste in the 
mouth Our talks and our correspondence 
seem torun in parallel I:nes and never touch 
one another We reached the breaking pont 
last evening but, thank God, we were unwilling 
to part We resumed discussion and suspended 
tt1n order to allow me to keep my time for the 
evening public prayer 

In order that all possible chance of making 
any mistake in a matter of this great mportance 
may be removed I would like you to give me in 
writing what precisely on your part you would 
want me to put my signature to 

Ladhere to my suggestion that we may call 
in some outside assistance to help us at thie 


stage 
Yours sincerely 


M K GANDHI 
Mr, Jinnah’s letter dated September 23 — 


Dear Mr Gandht 

Iam in receipt of your letter of September 
23rd May I refer you to my letter of to day« 
date which I sent to you i reply to yours of 
September 22nd? Ihave nothing new or freeh 
ro add, but 1 may say that it 1s not a case of your 
berng asked to put your signature as representing 
any body till you clothe yourself with represent 
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ative capacity and are sested with authority We 
stand by asI have already sad, the basis and 
fundamental principles embodied m the Lahore 
Resolution of March 1940 | appeal to you 
once more to revise your policy and pro- 
gramme, as the future of this sub-continent 
and the welfare of the peoples of India 
demand that you should face realities. 


Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH, 


Mr, Gandhi s letter dated September 24 — 


Dear Qard-1 Azam 


I have your two letters of 23rd September in 
reply to my letters of 2nd and 23rd 


With your assistance, I am exploring the 
possibilities of reaching an agreement so that the 
claim embodied in the Muslim League resolution 
of Lahore may be reasonably satisfied You 
must therefore have no apprehenstons that the 
August resolution will stand in the way of our 
reaching an agreement The resolution dealt 
with the question of India as against Britain and 
it cannot stand tn the way of our settlement. 


T proceed on the assumption that India 1s 
not to be regarded as two or more nations but as 
one family consisting of many members of whom 
the Muslims Irving in the North West zones, 1¢ 
Baluchistan, Sindh, North West Frontter 
Province and that part of Punjab where they are 
in absolute majority over all the other elements 
and in parts of Bengal and Assam where they 
are in absolute majority desire to live in separ- 
ation from the rest of India 
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Differing from you on the general basis 
1 can yet recommend to the Congress and 
the country the acceptance of the dam 
for separation contained in the Muslim 
League Resolution of Lahore of 1940 on my 
basis and on the following terms — 

The areas should be demarcated by 2 
Commission approved by the Congress and 
the League The wishes of the Inhabitants 
of the areas demarcated should be ascertained 
through the votes of the adult population of 
tne areas OF through some equivalent method 

if the vote 1s In favour of separation it 
shall be agreed that these areas shall form a 
separate state as SOON as possible after India 
is free from foreign domination and can 

tituted into two sovereign 
independent States There shal] be a treaty 
of separation which should also provide, for 
the efficient and satisfactory admintstration 
of foreign affairs defence, internal commun!- 
customs, commerce and the like, 
must necessarily continue to be 
the matters of common interest between the 
contracting parties 
shall also contain terms for 


The treaty S% 
safeguarding ‘the rights of minorities In the 


two states 
n the acceptance of this 


Immediately ol 
the Congress and the League 


agreement 
the two shall decide Upon a common course 
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of action for the attainment of independence 
of India. 


, The League will however be free to 
remain out of any direct action to which the 
congress may resort and in which the 
League may not be willing to participate. 


If youdo not agree to these terms. could you 
let me know tn precise terms what you would 
have me to accept in terms of the Lahore Resolu- 
tion and bind myself to recommend to the 
Congress? If you could kindly do this, I shall 
be able to see apart from the difference in 
approach. what definite terms I can agree to 
In your fetter of 23rd September vou refer to 

‘the basis and fundamental principles embodied 
in the Lahore Resolution” and ask me to accept 
them. Surely this 1s unnecessary when as J feel 

have accepted the concrete consequence that 
should follaw from such acceptance 
Yours sincerely, 
M K. GANDHI. 


Mr, Jinnah’s letter dated September 25th:— 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Tam in recetpt of your letter of September 
24th, and I thank you for jt. You have already 
rejected the basis and fundamental principles of 
the Lahore Resolution- 

(1) You do not accept that the 
Musalmans of India are a nation. 

(2) You do not accept that the Musal. 
mans heve an inherent right of self-deter. 
mination, 
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ae GygeVou do not accept that they alone 
aS tled to exercise this right of theirs 
¥8? self-determination 

(4) You do not accept that Pakistan 1s 
composed of two zones, North-West and 
North-East, comprising six provinces, nemely 
Sindh, Baluchistan, Nort-West Frontier 
Province, the Punjab, Bengal and Assam, 
subject to territorial adjustments that may be 
agreed upon, as indicated in the Lahore 
Resolution. The matter of demarcating and 
defiming the territories can be taken up after the 
fundamentals above mentioned are accepted, 
and for that purpose machinery may be set up 


by agreement 
You do not accept the provisions embodied 
in the Lahore Resolution for safeguarding the 
minoritzes and yet in your letter under reply 
you say “With your assistance, Tam exploring 
the possibilities of reaching an agreement 80 that 
the claim embodied in the ‘Muslim League Reso- 
lution of Lahore may be reasonably satisfied "+ 
must therefore hive no 


and rroceed to Say “you 
apprehensions that the August Resolution will 


stand 1n the way of our reaching an agreement 


[have already clearly explained to you that 
the August resolution, so long as it stands, 18a bar, 
fundamentally opposed to the Lahore Re- 

You then procee to say “that resolution 
th the question of India as against Britarn 
din the way, of our settlement”. 
ned at aa be 
st Resolution, 2$ ave already stated, 
the ast the seals and demands of the Muslim 
League: Further, there 1s the resolution of 


~~ 
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Jagat Narayin Lal, passed by the All-India 
Congress Committee in May 1942 at Allahabad, 
which in express terms, lays down as follows - 


“The ALC.C 1s of opinion that any pro- 
posal to disintegrate India by giving liberty 
toany component state or territorial unt 
to secede from the Indian Union or Federation 
will be highly detrimental to the best 
interests of the people of the different states 
and provinces and the country as a whole and 
the Congress, therefore, cannot agree to 
any such proposal” 

These two resalutions so long as they stand, 
are a complete bar to any settlement on the 
basis of the division of India as Pakistan and 
Hindustan It is open to the Congress to 
revise and modify them, but you are only 
speaking in your individual capacity, and even 
tn that capacity you are holding fast to the 
August Resolution and you have given no 
indication of your attitude regarding Jagat 
Narayan Lal’s resolution. I have repeatedly 
made it clear after we had discussed the Gandhi- 
Rajan formula, as you maintained that, to use 
your own language ‘Rayayi not only has not put 
the Lahore Resolution out of shape and 
mutilated 1t but has given it substance and form, * 
and proceeded tosay “Indeed in view of your 
dishike of the Rajayi formula, I have, at any rate 
for the moment, put 1t out of my mind and I 
am now concentrating on the Lahore Resolution 
in the hope of finding a ground for mutual 
agreement’. When ] asked for further clarific- 
ation, which you furnished me by your letter of 
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September 15th you started by saying “I have 
shunted the Rayap formula and with your astis- 
tance [am applying my mind very seriously to 
the famous Lahore Resolutton of the Muslim 
League”, and thence forward the Gandhi-Rayajt 
forroula was not discussed any further. and the 
question’ of your representative character and 
authority, which [had pointed out from the very 
commencement. therefore did not arise, as you 
had given me the task of converting you to the 
fundamentals of the Lahore Resolution, and ever 
since we discussed the Lahore Resolutton only 
at great length and examined the pros and cons, 
and finally you have reyected 1t. As a result of 
out correspondence and drscusstons [I find chat 
the question of the diviston of {India as Pakistan 
and Hindustan 1s only on your hips and it does 
not come from your heart, and suddenly at the 
eleventh hour you put forward a new suggestion, 
consistzng only of tno sentences by your letter 
of September 22nd, saying, “I have therefore 
suggested a way out Let it be a partition as 
between two brothers tf a division there must be", 
I naturally asked you what this new suggestion 
of yours meant and wanted you to give me rough 
outlines of this new tdea of yours as tohow and 
when the division 1s to take place andin what 
way it 1s different from the division envisaged 
in the Lahore Resolution and now you have 
been good enough to give me your amplification, 
im your letter of September 24th under reply, 
in which you say ‘Differing from you on the 
general basis I can yet recommend to the 
Congress and the country the acceprance of the 
claim for sepatation contained in the Mushm 
League Resolution of Lahore $940 on my buses 
and on the following terms”. The terms clearly 
indicate that your basts 1s in vital conflict with 
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and 1s opposed to the fundamental basis and 
principles of the Lahore Reselution Now 
let me take your main terms —~ 

(a) “I proceed on the assumption that Indta 
1s not to be regarded as two or more nations but 
as one family consisting of many members of 
whom the Muslims l1ving 1n the North West zones 
te Baluchistan Sindh North West Frontier 
Province and that part of the Punjab where 
they are in absolute majority Over allthe other 
elements and in part> of Bengal and Assam where 
they are m absolute majority» desire to livein 
separation from the rest of India” If this term 
wereaccepted and given effect to, the 
present boundaries of these provinces would 
be maimed and mutilated beyond redemption 
and leave us only with the husk, and tt 1s 
opposed to the Lahore Resolution 


(b) That even In these muttlated areas 
so defined, the right of self determination 
will not be exercised by the Muslims but by 
the inhabitants of those areas So demarcated 
This again 1s opposed to the fundamentals of 
the Lahore Resolution 


(c) That if the vote 1s in favour of 
separation they shall be allowed to form a 
separate state as soon as possible after India 
is free from foreign dominations, whereas 
we propose that we should come to a comp- 
lete settlement of our own immediately, and 
by our united front and efforts do every- 
thing in our power to secure the freedom 
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and independence of the peoples of {ndia 
on tha basis of Pakistan and Hindustan. 


{d) Next you say “There shall be a treaty 
of separation which should alsa provide for the 
efficient and satisfactory administration of 
foreign affairs defence, internal communications 
customs, commerce and the like which must 
necessarily continue to be matters of common 
interests between the contracting parties” 
If these vital matters are to be administered 
by some “central authority, you do not 
indicate what sort of authority or machinery 
willbe set up to administer these matters, 
and how and to whom again that authority 
willbe responsible According to the Lahore 
Resolution, as | have already explained to 
you, all these matters, which are the life- 
blodd of any state, cannot be delegated to 
any central authority or government, The 
matter of security of the two states and 
the natural and mutual obligations that may 
arlse out of physica) contiguity will be for 
the constitution-making body of Pakistan and 
that of Hindustan, or other party concerned, 
to deal with on the footing of their being two 
independent states As regards the safeguard- 
ing of the tights of mionitles, ) have 
already explained that thls question of 
safeguarding the minorities is fully stated in 


the Lahore Resolution 


will therefore see that the entire basis 
of ron new proposal ts fundamentally opposed 


(45) 


to the Lahore Resolution, and as I have already 
pointed out to you both in the correspondence 
and in our discussions, it 1s very difficult for me 
to entertain counter-proposals and negotiate 
and reach any agreement or settlement with 
you as an individual unless they come from you 
in your representative capacity That was the 
same difficulty with regard to the Gandbr Rajayt 
formula, and I made it clear to you at the very 
outset, but the formula was discussed as you 
asserted that it had met the Lahore Resolution in 
substance, but whtle you were furnishing me 
with the clarification of this formula, you shunte: 

it and we confined ourselves to the Lahore 
Resolution, and hence the question of your 
representative capacity did not arise regarding 
this formula But now you have in your letter 
of September 24th made a new proposal of your 
own on your own basis and the same difficulties 


present themselves to me as before, and tt is 
further unless 1t 


difficult to deal with it any 
comes from you in your representative Capacity 


Ieannot agree with you when you finally 
wind up by saying “In your letter of 23rd 
September you refer to the basis and funda- 
mental principles embodied in the Lahore 

esolution and ash me to accept them Surely 
this 1s unnecessary when as I feel I have accepted 
the concrete consequence that should follow 
from such acceptance’ This 1s obviously far 
from correct Why not then accept the 
fundamentals of the Lahore Resolution and 


proceed to settle the details? 
Yours sincerely 
MA JINNAH 


(46) 
Mr Gandhis letter dated September 25 — 


Dear Qaid 1 a7am 
Yesterday § talk leads me to inflict thts letter 
on you which I crust you will not min 


Our conversations have come about as 4 
result of yout correspondence with Rajajt in 
July last ovet his formuls and your consultatron> 
with the League ‘Working Committee thereon 
and my own letter to you sudgesting 2 meeting 
between you andme My proposal of yesterday 
1s an earnest effort to meet the essentia! 
requirements ‘of the Lahore Resolution I wou 
therefore to think fifty times before 
throwing an offer which his been made entirely 
in the spirit of service 37, the cause of communa. 
harmony Do not take I pray the responsibility 
of rejecting the offer Throw it on your 
Counct! Give me an opportunity of addreseing 
}f they feel like rejecting it Twould like 
the Council to put it before the 


f the League f you will accept 
t me I would attend the 


| and not in any representative 
it 1s because we believe that if I reac 

ment with you it will be of material use 
yn the proce $ of securing 7 Congress League 


nd acceptance of it. 6: 
t or inadmissible ro supplement 


our efforts t° convince each other with outside 

help guidance advice of even arbitratron? 
Yours sincerely» 

MK GANDHI 
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Mr Jinnah s letter dated September 26 — 
Dear Mr Gandhi 


_ 1 am in receipt of your letter of September 
25th Itis entirely incorrect and has no foundotion 
in fact for you to say that our conversations have 
come about as a result of my correspondence 
with Rajajiin July Jast over his formula It 1s 
equally baseless to ay and your consultations 
with the League Working Committee thereon 

Tt was entirely n response to your letter of July 
17th 1944 which I recerved while 1 was 1 
Srinagar witha fervent request on your part 
to meet you and you ended that letter by saying 
‘Do not di appoint me In my reply again from 
Srinagar dated July ith 1944 I intimated to 
you that I would be glad to receive you at my 
house in Bombay on my feturn whtch would 
probably be about the middle of Auguct This 
was long before the meeting of the Working 
Committee or_that of the Council of the All 
India Muslim League and long before I reached 
Lahore and when you arrived here andtold me 
that vou were wpproaching me Ih your individual 
capacity I at once made it clear to you and 
informed you both in our ta ks and by my letter 
that the position you had taken up had no 
precedent for it and further that 1t was not 
possible to negotiate and reach an agreement 
unless both the parties were full, represented 
For it 1s one sided busincss as it will not be 
binding upon any organivation in any sense 
whatever but you would as an tndividual only 
recommend it if any agreement is reached to the 
Congres* and the country whereas 1t would 
be binding upon me as the President of the 
Muslim League Icannot accept this position. 
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[ hope you do see the unfairness and the great 
disadvantage to me and it 18 sO simple an 
elementary for any one to understand 


As regards your proposal of yesterday which 
you have amplified in your letter of September 
4th I have already sent you my reply 


with regard to your suggestion to be allowed 
to address the meeting of the Council and 1: 
they feel like rejecting your offer the matter 

‘the open session let me 


should be put before 
inform you that only a member or delegate 13 


entitled to participate 1n the deliberations ‘of the 
meetings © the Council or in the open session 
respectively Besides it 1s a most extraordinary 
and ‘pnprecedented suggestion to make How 
ever I thank you for your advice 

As regards your proposal for arbitration and 
outside guidance [have already replied to you 
and 1t 3s not merely technicality but a matter of 
substance J fully reciprocate your desire of 

Congress League settlement 


securing 3 
However [regret I have failed to convince 
you and convert you as I was hopeful of doing 
so 
Yours sincerely 
M A JINNAH 


Gandhi s letter dated September 26— 


Mr 
Dear Qard 1 Azam 
{ my letter to you of yesterda) left 
In view ould have refrained from ealing 


pefore our meeting today 


i Iw 
to mys" ir letter 
to Rajalis advice to finish 
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I confess I am unable to understand your 
Persistent refusal to appreciate the fact that the 
formula presented to you by mein my letter of 
the 24th as well as the formula presented to you 
by Rayaji give you virtually what 1s embpdied in 
the Lahore Resolution providing at the 
same time what 1s absolutely necessary to 
make the arrangement acceptable to the country 
You keep on saying that I should accept certain 
theses which you call the basis and fundamental 
principles of the Lahore Resolution while I 
have been contending that the best way for us 
who differ in our approach to the problem 1s 
to give body to the emand as it stands in the 
resolutton and work 1t out to our mutual satisfac 
tion It 1s on this plan that I understand 
Rajayi s formula to be conceived and it 1s on the 
same plan that I have tried to work it out in 
the course of and as a result of our talks 
I contend that either gives you the substance 
of the Lahore Resolution Unfortunately you 
reject both And I cannot accept the Lahore 
Resolution as you want me to especially when you 
seek to introduce into tts mterpretation theories 
and claims which I cannot accept and which I 
cannot ever hope to induce India to accept 

Your constant references to my not being 

clothed with representative authority are really 
irrelevant Ihave approached you so that if you 
and I can agree upon a common course of action 
I may use what influence I possess for its 
acceptance by the Congress and the country 
If you break it cannot be because I have no 
representative capacity or because I have been 
unwilling to give you satisfaction in regard to the 
claim embodied 1n the Lahore Resolution 


Yours sincerely, 
MK GANDHI 
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Mr dinnah’s fetter dated September 26 — 


Dear Mr Gandhi, 

T have recetved your letter of September 
26th, and Inote that you have writtenit with 
Rayysadvice Of ecurse, 1 18 for you to follow 
such advice 4s you may choose to do so, but I 
am only concerned for the moment with you 
T note that at the lase moment you have resurre- 
ected the Gandhi Rayay formula, although xt was 
shunted all thts time, and you proceed to say 
that this formula gives me virtually what 4s 
embodied in the Lahore Resoultton You fur- 
ther say that on the same plan you heve tried to 
formulate your latest proposals, as mentioned in 
your fetter of September 24th and you maintain 
chat esther gives me the substance of the Lahore 
Resolution In your previous letter you asserted 
that your formula gives me the “essence” of the 
Lahore Resolution {see very close family 
resemblance between the two, and the sub- 
stance of one or the other Is practically the 
same, only It Is put in different language, 
and 1 have already expressed my opinion 
that in my judgement they neither meet 
the substance nor the essence of the Lahore 
Resolution, On the contrary, both are 
calculated to completely torpedo the Pakistan 
demand of Mustim India I have rae ao 

t cera theses nor have I introduce: 
oy theones in the Lahore Resolutton Theses 


x 
heortes are matters for scholars to indulge 


any ¢. 
and ¢! 


in 

Iam sorry Ihave to repeat, but] am com- 
pelled to do so, that I cannot agree with you that 
my references to your not being clothed with 
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’ 
representative authority are really icrelevant 
On the contrary, they have an important bearing, 
as I havd already explained to you more than 
once You again repeat thit if you and I can 
agree upon a common course of action, you 
may use what influence you_ possess for its 
acceptance by the Congress and the country I 
have already stated from the very beginning that 
that 1s not enough, for the reasons Lhave already 
given Your representative capacity comes into 
play when you are making counter proposals, 
and I cannot understand how you can say that it 
1sitrelevant No responstble organizatton can 
entertain any proposal from “ny individual, 
however great he may be, unless it 1s backed up 
with the authority of a recognized organization, 
and comes from its fully accredited representative 
However, I need not labour, this point any more, 
as I have already explained it im our previous 
correspondence 
If a break comes, It will be because you 

have not satisfied me in regard to the essence 

of the claim embodied in the Lahore Resolution. 

It is not a question of your being unwilling, but 
in fact it 15 sO If a break comes 1t will be 

most unfortunate If one does not agree with 

‘ou or differs from you, you are always right and 

the other party 1s always wrong, and the next 
thing ts that many are waiting prepared, in your 

circle, to pillory me when the word goes, but I 
must face all threats and consequences, and I 

min only act according to my judgment and 

conscience. 


Yours sincerely, 
M A JINNAH 


MR GANDHIS FIRST SPEECH AFTER THE 
BREAKDOWN OF NEGOTIATIONS 


At the end of the evening public prayer which 
took place :mmediately after his lastirters tew with 
Mr Jinnah on September 27 Gandhi: addressed 
the audience Speakingin Gujrat: he said he 
was not addressing them 1n Hindustani as before 
because he wanted his words to go straight to 
the hearts of the audience most of whom were 
Guyratis He had particularly the women in 
mind who were not accustomed to Hindustant 


speech 


He had told them that when the talks were 
over he would let them know the result That 
stage had been reached the day before but as 
copies of the correspondence were not ready its 
actual releace had to be postponed till that day 
Authorized copies of the correspondence had 
now been sent to the Press with a prefatory 
statement by the Qatd-1 Azam 


Hitherto he had told them that he was not 
without hope with regard to the outcome of the 
talks He had to confess that the result that he 
was hoping for had not materialized But he 
had no sence of disappointment or despondency 
He was convinced that even out of that break 
down good would result 


Although the Qaid 1-4zam and he had known 
each other fairly well in public life before, they 
had never come into such close personal contact 
Their conversations were catr.ed out with 
friendliness and cordiahty He wanted all the 
communities to cultivate the same spirit of 
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friendliness and cordtality in their relations with 
one another They should try to convert one 
another through tt 
Thev might ask, why was 1t then that he and 
the Qaid rAzam had failed to convert each 
other? Hits reply was that he had tried hts level 
best to go as far as he could to meet the 
ard 1-Azam's viewpoint He had taken in- 
calculable pains to understand him and to make 
himself understood But he had failed 
He had placed before the Qard-i-Azam 
Rayaji's formula but that did not commend 
itself to him. He had thereupon put forth 
another proposal of his own in its place but 
even that had failed to secure Jinnah Saheb’s 
approval. In the same way, Jinnah Saheb’s 
roposal had failed to commend itself to him. 
If either of them had been weak, they would 
have possibly come to some sort of agree- 
ment but as responsible men they could not 
afford to be weak. Ahelmsman had to be 
firm and unwavering or else the ship would 
founder upon the rocks Each one of them 
had tried to convince the other. It was 
possible that both of them might be in the 
wrong But so long as each felt himself to 
be in the right he could not let go his hold 
he breakdown he knew would 
eee care the friends of India and might 
gate cate for rublaton ©, 80, ence m het 
drew thett atcenti te had said that tt was not 


statement 10 whic! 
the final end of their effort 
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Although they had been unable to appreciate 
each other's view point, the public could help 
them todo so They should not lose heart lf 
there was any one who had reason to feel dis- 
appointed it was he He had knocked at the 
Qaid -Azam's door But as he had. already 
observed there was no despondency 1n him It 
was not fora votary of truth and non-violence 
to feel despondent if his effort at times, fatled to 
yield the result aimed at Failure should only 
Serve as spur to further effort God alone knew 
what was best for them It was not for them to 
question God's ways Therefore, instead of 
feeling despondent they should regard the breah- 


down as a challenge to thetr faith and as an 
incentive for greater effort for establishing true 


unity among the various communities 


Mr GANDHIs PRESS STATEMENT 
dated 28th SEPTEMBER 1944 


“It ls a matter of deep regret that we two 
could not reach an agreement But there 
18 no cause for disappointment The break- 
down is only so called = It ts an adjournment 
sine die Each one of us must now talk to the 
public and put our viewpoints before them 
\f we do so dispassionately and if the public 
co-operate, we may feach a solution of the 
seemingly insofuble at an early date, My 
experience of the precious three weeks 
confirms me in the view that the presence 
of the third power hinders the solution A 
mind enslaved cannot act as if it was free 
1 need not impure base motives to the Rulers 
to prove what seems to me to be an axiom- 
atic truth, Neverthless, { am going to 
continue to work for the solution as | have 
been during these three weeks The questions 
for consideration are simple Has the Raljaj! 
formula or mine made a reasonable approach 
to the Lahore Resolution? f they or esther 
of them is such an approach al) parties and 
especially the members of the Mustim League 
should ask the Qaid-t-Azam to revise his 
opmion Jf Rayaji and! have stultified the 
Lahore Resolution we should be educated 
The chief thing is for the Press and the 
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public to avoid partisanship and bitterness’ 


“7 shall act as my mner voice tells me’ , rephed 
Mr Gandh to a question on his future plans, 
whether he propo ed to concentrate on a Hindu 
Muslim settlement or take up political work, seehimg 
imprisonment if necessary 


Ashed how far the offer he had made had con 
ceded the demand made in the Lahore Resolution of 
the League, Mr Gandhi emphasized that the Rajaji 
formula or the formula that he presente1 conceded 
the substance of the League demand 


“Tn my opinion, either formula gives as much 
ascan reasonably be expected with due regard to 
the interest of the whole of India, he said 


In answer toa question whether his offer was 
to be treated now as withdrawn, he said that so far 
as he was concerned the offer he had made stood 
It was not made in any bargaining spirit 


“1 think,’ he sud “it 1s a just solution of 
the problem and it 1s im the spint of the policy 
which the Congress has consistently adopted in 
connection with the communal question, namely, 
self deterromation ” 


A number of questions were put on the repre 
sentative character of the two leaders who con 
ducted the negotiations and why Wr Gandhi 
prolonged the talks when he wis apprrsed of Mr 
Jinnah s views on the first dav of the talks 


Mr Gand answered “I am a man reputed 
to have mexhaustible patience and I have no 
reason to despair of either bemg converted by 
the Qaid1Azam or in my turn converting him 
Therefore, so long as there was the shghtest 
possibility, I clung to the hope that we shall pull 
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through to 4 solution Haste in such cases 13 a 
moct dangerous thing You should, therefore, 
conclude that yesterday was really the moment 
when the public should have been taken into 


confidence ”” 

“As for myself, Iam entirely satisfied that we 
have not wasted ‘these three weeks I have no doubt 
whatsoever that we Lnow now each other better 
than ever before ” 

“When you agreed to meet Mr Jmnah, did you 
meet him on the basis that he was the sole repres 
entative of the Mushms?” asheda reporter 


Mr Gandhi replied “I have never 
admitted that claim, but | have said through- 
out that the Mustim League Is by far the 
most representative Muslim organization It 
would have been folly on my part not to 
recognize this, but | have always been aware 
that there Is outside the League & large body 
of Mustims which does not see eye to eye 
with the League and which does not believe 
in the two nations theory.” 


agsorted that the fight for freedont 


Mr Gandhi 

had not been suspended when he approached the 

Qoid 1 Azam aay, approach to the Qaid 1 Azam 
of 


qwas itself 9 part the fight for freedom,” he sad 


‘Asked if there Was any possibility of the two 
Jeaders meeting again in the near future, Mr Gandhi 
sud “I hope 50 Tt 13 for tho Press and the 
pubhe to make 1b posable and hasten the date 
T assure you that we have not parted a8 enemies, 


put as friends ” 
If the Rajaji formula or his own formula 
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had conceded the substance of the Lahore 
Resolution, then why not agree to the 
resolution itself? was the next question 


Mr Gandhi replied “Although the resolu 
tion does not say so, If you study the 
correspondence, it shows that it is based on 
the two nations theory and it has been 
known as the Pakistan Resolution Further 
thad to examine the resolution in view of 
the interpretation put upon It by Qaid-1-Azam 
in his numerous speeches and statements in 
elucidation of the resolution Its indisputa~ 
ble that the resolution, while it does not 
enunciate that theory, is based upon that 
theory The Qaid |-Azam has insisted upon 
that Therefore, | urge that apart from the 
two nations theory, if | could accept the prin- 
ciple of division of India in accordance with 
the demand of the League, he should accept 
it, But unfortunately it was Just there we 
split’ 

Asked about Mr Jinnahs views regarding a 
provisional interim Government, he said “I am 
not sure that the Qaid 1 Azam puts great weight on 
the interm Government J gave all the explanation 
of my conception of an intermm Government without 
any reservation Tt 1s quite clear in my, letter IfT 
id not go any further, it was because I could not 
and, even if you cross examine me any further, I 
would have to say I could not go any further But 
if, as you suggest, tho Qaid 1 Azam attached greater 
weight to it, then at was open to hum to put it into 


concrete form I would have then taxed myself and’ 
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spired no effort to accept the proposition or to 
make some other suggestions 5 


Mr, Gandhi was told that those Muslims who 
did not see eye to eye with the League had 
no real Muslim backing He replied. “There: 
fore, Ihave said that the League 1s by far 
the more representative of Muslim opinion, 
but 1 cannot despise the others by simply 
saying that they have no Muslim backing 
What does it matter if they have no more 
Mustim backing If the opinion represented by 
a single Muslim, oF by 2 body of Muslims 
whom you can count on your fingers, Is 
intrinsically sound ?. The way of approaching 
a question Is not to examine the numerical 
strength of those behind the opinion, but to 
examine the soundness of the opinion on 
merits, of else WE will never reach a so ution, 
and if we reach one, it willbe a blind solution 
simply because itis the wish of the largest 
body, If the largest body goes wrong, It is 
up to me to say you are wrong and not to 


submit. 

“The rule of majority does rot mean that 
it should suppress the opinion of even an 
individual, if it is sound. An individual's 
opinion should have greatcr weight than the 
of many, if that opinion !s sound on 
That is my view of real democracy. 


ought of the 
astic, cultural 


opinion 
merits. 


Mr. Ga 
idea of form? 


ndhi was ached! whit he th 
than of province? on fing 
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and communal basis He replied that since wvcu ne 
was for provinces on a linguistic basis 


As for redistribution on a cultural bus he did 
not really know what it meant and he was untble 
to understand how provinces could be reconstituted 
on communa} lines unless there was a suggestion 
that there should be mter mgration of the various 
communities to concentrate m particultr areis It 
seemed to hum to be fantasticand mmpossible “We 
are not,” he said, ‘ mhabiting a country full of 
deserts and wastelands We wre 1 densely populated 
country and Ido not see the shghtest chance for 
such redistribution 


“In that respect the Lahore Resolutior 1s quite 
sound—where there 1s an obvious Musiim monty 
they should be allowed to constitute 1 sepirate 
State by themselvesand that has been fully conceded 
in the Rajay formula or my formula There 1s not 
much distinction between them That nght 1 
conceded without the <hghtest reservation 
But if it means utterly independent sove- 
reignty so that there is to be nothing in 
common between the two, {hold itis an 
impossible proposition, That means war to the 
knife, [tis not + proposition that resolves at elf 
into a yoluntary or friendly solution 


“Therefore, the Rayaj formula and my formula 
have presented certun thins to be m common 
between sovereign Staite Therefore there 15 no 
question of one party ov erbeartng the other or the 
Centre haying an overbearng Hindu majority T 
think our formul should be emtically and symp 
thetreally examined and it would be found that t! 
formula concedes evervthing that coma ro ional 
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be conceded rf we consider ourselyes to be one 
family — Children of the same family, dissatisfied 
with one another by reason of change of rehgion, if 
they should seprrate, then tho separation shoul 

be within ourselves and not separation 1n the face 
of the whole world When two brothers separate, 
they do not become enemies of one another im the 
eyes of the world The world will still recogmze 
them 1s brothers ” 

A journalist said that some of the Nationalist 
Mustins felt that the Congress through Nr Gandhi 
meeting Mr Jmnnth had put them ma false position 
and that they might have to chango their attitude 


towards Indian nationalism 


Mr Gindh: rephed that at was an extraordinaty 
suggestion Natronalist Muslims were nationalists 
simply becwust, they could not be otherwise “Lam 
F nationalist,” he said, “not m order to pleaco 
anybody, but because I cannot be otherwise And 
ifl approached tho Qaid 1 Azam, I approached him 
m the common interests of myself and Nationalist 
Mushms and other Nationvhsts Nationabst Muslims, 
~o far a3 IT know, were dehghted when T approach 
the Qud 1 Azam and were looking forward to & 
jroper olution 1m the confidence that I wonld not 


TO} 
; Nthe interests represented by them 


nel 
» Natronshst Mushim represents 
resents the Muslims also who 
f the nation He would be guilty of 
. sacrifices the Muchm interests 
But my nationabsm has taught mo that I would be 
guilty ‘of disloyalty, if I sacrifice the intereata of 0 
single Induin 
ed if there was any difference between his 
ne attitude towards the ‘Maslim League demand 
Und the stand he took 11 1942, Mr, Gandhi sald 
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"There 18 ver} great difference 

not ‘burst’ on the scene as he ia fred Rayap | had 
Palace with e conerete proposition {It ref £8 Khan 
great credit on his persistence He n ee ects very 
a standpoint without the fullest coherent up 
having taken it up, he follows it to the Hon and 
end He had abundant faith in my loyalt: itterest 
never gave me upas I have never given. on he 
When he found mem the Aga Khan rae up 
presented the formula, Idid not take pon, and 
munutes and I said ‘Yes because IT saw it pa 


concrete shape 


“My mind is narrow I have not read muct, 
literature I have not seen much of the world = 
have concentrated upon certain things im life and 
beyond that 1 have no other interest Therefore, 1 
could not realize the meaning of Rajayis stand an d 
Tdishkedit But when he came with a concrete 
formula—I myself a concrete beng of flesh and 
lood—and when he had put something 1n concrete 
shape, I felt I could hugitand touch it There 
fore, you see the vast difference between 1942 and 
today However thereby I have not departed 
from the Conzress standpomt im general terms 
Congress hes accepted self determination and the 
Bajaj: formula has also accepted the principle of 
nelf determination and therefore the formula had 
become common ground ” 


Proceeding, Mr Gandhr explaned that he accep 
ted the paneiple of Sovereign States, consistent with 
fnendhness “Friendliness suggests,’ he said ‘ that 
before the whole world we must act as one nation 
not united by extraneous circumstances of umted 
by force of British arms but umted by ® 
force, that is, our own determined will ’ 
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MR GANDHIS INTERVIEW TO “NEWS- 
CHRONICLE’ ON 29th SEPTEMBER 1944, 


Mr Gandhr told me why Ins talks with Mr Jinnah 
taijed to produce & solution of the Hindu Muelim 


differences. 


«} could not accept the two nations 
basis. This was Mr dinnah’s demand 
He wants Immediate recognition of the 
North-West Frontier Province, Sind, the 
whole of the Punjab, Bengal and Assam as 
sovereign and completely independent Pak. 
istan ' He wants Mr Gandhi to agree to this ampu 
tation from the rect of Indiv without consulting 
the wishes of the mbabitints by plebiscite He has 
reyeated the Rajagopalachar formula I ashed 
Mr Gandhi what he was prepared to recognise as 
Pakastan and on what basis there could be any hope 
of agreement in future He wax frank and precise 
He replied, ‘ T want to make it clear that I believe 
Mr Jimmah as smcere, but I think be 1s suffering 
from halinemation, when he smaigines that an un 
natural division of Indir could bring either happiness 
or prospeuty to the people concerned It was my 
suggestion that provided there was the safeguard 
of + plebrsert> there could be sovereignty for the 
predominantly Mushm areas, but it’ should be 
accompamed by ponds of alhance between Hindustan 
and Pibistan There sheuld be common poloy 
and 4 working arringement on formgn affairs, 
defence, commiunic tons and similar matters This 
cy manifest 1, vital to the welfare of both parts of 
India” Ths arrangement, Mir Gandhi said, could 
ie 1 hfe of Mushms who 


terfere ¥ ath the interna! 
mad not be subject 1m 83 way to Hindu domin- 


x 


(65) 


ation Such x division would not create an artifier il 
spht between pcople who whatever their religious 
faiths are descended from a common stoch and are 
all Indians “Unfortunately ’, said) Mr Gandhi, 
“Me, Iunnah would have none of :t and asked me to 
agree to the prneip'e of two nations» entirely 
separate? [asked Mr Gandh: if he had adopted 
this attztude because he thought he could not ‘sell’ 
euch a division to the country or becau-e he thought 
it wrong in principle He rephed, “Becauso it Is 
fundamentall, wrong in prineple — If T had thought 
Mr. Jinnth’s view was nght even though the whole 
world were against me I would jhaye accepted at 
personally and given lum my unquestioned alleg: 

ance” I thenaskhed Mr Gandhi, “If Mr Jinnah 
agreed to your view of division, but insisted there 
should be no plebiscite or a plebiscite in which only 

Muslims would vote, would 5 ou settlo on this basis?” 
Me Gandhi answered, “Never, How could I 
agree ina personal or any other capacity to decide 
the future of millions of people without ther having 
anythmg to say about their destiny?” “What , 
YT ashed “was your impression of Mr  Jinnah’s 
attitude on the question of an mterm National 
Government which you outhned to me in July?” 
Mr Gandhi rephed *Mr Jinnah has said that, 
he 1s deeply interested in Independence, but it dia 
not seem to me thit he set as great store by it as 
smmediate recognition of the Pakistan he wants 

Whereas, you see, my view has been all along that 
we cannot be free among ourselves until we are 
free from mpeual domination We have parted as 
fmends These d1yshave not been wasted Yam 
convinced that Mr Jimuahisa goodman J hopo 
we shall meet agin I amaman of prayer and 
I shall pray for understanding Jn the meantime 
it 1g the duty of the public to digest the situation 
and bring the pressure of then opinion upon us ” 


MR JINNAH S STATEMENT AT A PRESS 
CONFERENCE HELD on 4th OCTOBER 1944 


on has been drawn to Mr Gandhi s 
t which was published on Sept 29 
e thinks that the presence of a 
third party hinders a solution, and it was very 
ainful to me when he sud, “A mind enslaved 
cannot act as if xt was free? No power can enslave 
the mind and soul of man, and I am sure Mr Gandhi 
13 the last. person ty allow his mind to be enslaved 
[do hope that he will get over this depression from 
which he 18 perpetually suffermg We have to 
reach an agreement of our own and find solution 
inspite of that third puty 
other matters, Vr Gandhr has 
cd hus propaganda in meht 
royal style, contrary to our jormnt statement 
Apart from challenging the representative 
and authoritative status of the Muslim League 
he 15 inciting Musalmans against me, and he 
keeps on repeating the assertion throughout 


his statement t 
the Lahore resolution by what he now calls 
his offer or offers in the shape of the Gandhi 
Rajat formula and his own proposals which he 
put forth at the eleventh hour Any amtell: 
ee that m substance there 18 no 

difference between the two What he calls hs own 
cted all the excntials 

‘and the Gandhi Raj 
very commencement 
ble discussion, 


*«\Ty attenta 
Press statemen 
It isa pity that by 


As regards the 
unfortunately mutiat 


formula was 
Now that the ma 
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and as Mr Gandh: is making statement after 
statement and giving interviews which are a0 
misleading, Iam compe'led to deal with whit he 
culls Ing offer Let us examine at least the 
main points F 


1. Immediate grant of Independence to 
India as one single national unit, 


2 Immediite setting up of a national prov 
sional interim government of his conception, 15 
defined by him in hus letter of September 15, which 
isas follows A provisional interim government 
which will be responsible to the elected 
members of the present Assembly or a 
newly elected one It will have all the powers 
less those of the Commander ra Chief during the 
war, and full powers thererfter It will be the 
authority to give effect to the agreement that may 
be arrived at between the Congress and the League, 
By the hy, 1t does not only recognise the existence 
of a third party, but hands over to him all the po 
wers of the Commander in Chief durin, the war, «nd 
the Defence, which 1s the most vital and overpower 
ing Department This clearly means the estab- 
iishment immediately of a Central unitary or 
Federal government In charge of the entire 
civil administration with an over-whelming 
majority of Hindus in the Legislature, which 
will be not less than 75 percent, to which 
the Cabinet will be responsible, 


3 That when such a government 1s established 
it will be for this Government, so established, to 
frame the constatution of free India or it will set up _4 


thonty which will frame the constitution after 
the Brittsh ‘Power 1s withdrawn 
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in and continue to be adminstered by a 
Central authority or Government. 


Ths 1 what Mr Ganda calls 4 partition or 
divi betweeh two brothers and it 1s. really 
rmazang that he should repert ad nausem that he 
has by hus offer satisfied the essence OF substance 
of the Lahore resolution = It would be difheult to 
concerns of a more disimgennous, tortnots and 
cooked as ertion, witch he keeps on reporting 


nuvely 

Whrat 1s the use of metering people and mahing 
confusion wore confornded? If we aceept thee 
terma, Which prescrt Us witha ventible trap nd 
alough of deith, at merna the burial of Prkistan 
But free some my of hope etl when he stys, ont 
Rajaye and f have ‘stitiafied the Lahore reaolution, 
we should bi ¢ luevted 

T tried ty do so Bs for na Me Ganila wes 
concerne L, for three weeks but Ins ulment is 80 
Jong standings and so throne that at as beyon }the 
reweh of a physicrtt 

T hope that: fie appeal ty» the press and the 
subhie. to ertuerte fim will not fall on deaf ears 
Rut whar jie wis ashe dy whit scst, he was sicared 
toan'] shall wt asthe mney voice tells Jor 
an ordinary mortal hke me there ya no romn in the 


presence ‘of his “incr verce 


Mer Gandhi may ancerely Dclreve that he has 
tials of the Lahore Resolution 


the Gaodht Rayajt formula, 
fapination and a deluson The 
of both, a4 clantied by Vir 
Candhy, hos they are like {he Siamese ‘Twins, and 
it impossible to muntan that either of them 
natisfies THY the essentials embodied in the 


Lahore Tt entation 


ut it pure 
Tingnace and the tam 
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His contradictions and meonvistencies even in 
a single letter, however short a € beyond measure 
and the sum tot! of all that has happened during 
the past four week» presents one with a Chinese 
puzzle 1 will give one instance amon,>t many 


Where there 1s an obvious Mushm majonty 
they should hwe the fullest right to constitute 
themselves into a seprmte State But if ie mean 
utterly independent sovereigntv so that there 1s 
nothing mm common betwecn the two I hold 
it ag an impossible proposition Then it means a 
fight to the kife << 


Here 15 an apostle and a devotee of non violence 
theatening us with fight to the hmfe ond ac 
cording to hin the talks have only been adjourned 
sme die But part fiom that whit lind of 
separate States docs he then concede to the obvious 
‘Muslim majority tn their national homelands? 


Mr Gandhi perhaps under provocition agayn 
asserted that he has never admitted the claim of 
the Mushm Levgue as the only authoritative 
orgamzttion of the Mushms and darkly himtted 
that there we other Muslim organizations with 
large body of Mushm opinion behind them who 
flo not see eve to eye with the League and do not 
support the two nition theory Thereby he has 
again made an attempt to discredit the Mus- 
lim League and disrupt the Mussalmans 
for he knows that that is nottrue Of _ course 
no nation ean attam ab olute and complete 


unanimity, eent per cent 


in one breath Mr Gandhi agrees to the 
rinciple of division and in the » 
makes proposals which go to destroy the 
f, 
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foundations on which the oivisiun i wuneed 
by Muslim India. On the one hand he wants 
a League Congress agreement, and on the 
other he denies its representative character 
and authority to speak on behalf of the 
Mussalmans of india “Mr Gandhi is an enigma ” 


Me Jannah elucidated 1 number of ques 
tions put by Pressmen regarding the boundanes of 
the Pakistan State He was ashed af any machinery 
wou'd be set up to deade the case of predominantly 
non Mushm border areas of ther intention 
to yom Prbistan OF Yindustan = Mir Jinnah 
referred a questioncr to the Lahore resolution 


which stated that the divisions should be on the basis 


of the present boundanes of the 9x provinces, 1 © 
the North West Frontier Province, the Punjab, 
Sind, Bengal {ssam and Baluchistan, subject to 
territorial adjustments that might be necessary He 
emphasised the words “subject to” and explain 
that territorial adjustments did not apply to one 
ade only but to pot sides; dlindustan and Pakistan 
“J made at clear,” _ Mr Jonah said, “that if we 
agree on the fundamentals of the Lahore resolution 
tion of demarerting OF defining the 
be taken up later 20 the «ame way 
mn of boundaries arising between two 
It will be like ono Government 


negotiating with the other and armmving at & 


settlement 
« But there are no Governments here,” snterrupt- 
ad @ reporter yr Jinnah said that the two 


ould set up constitution making bodies 
which would deal with the matter or even before 
that they t an agreement «Ty there any 
nosaibility’ of your meeting “Vr Gandhi in tho 
near future?’ Ne was asked Mr J:mnah said, “Mr 


yartics © 
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Gand says that at depends on the inner voice 
{ have no admission to that place I cannot say u 


The Mushm League President was ashed whether 
ho had any scheme for the constitution of Pakistan 
Mr Jinnah sud that the principle of Palustan 
should bo first vccepted and the scheme would be 
formulated thereafter Turther explaining the 
point, 3fr Jannah referred toa previous question 
namely, the absence of two contracting Governments 
on behalf of Hindustan and Palustan, and said 
that it was true there were no ‘de jure’ Govern 
ments If the principle of division wos accepted 
then it followed that both Hindustan and Pakistan 
would have to choose their own constitution making 
bodies Those bodies as representing two soverel 
gn States would deal with questions of mutual 
and natural relations and obligttions by virtue of 
the physical contiguity, and they would then as 
two independent sovereign States—two nations— 
<ome to an agreement on Various matters 


“Take the case of the continents of America,” 
he sad ‘ There are 25 independent sovereign states 
in South and North America They have their tre 
aties and agreements with regird to their mutual 
interests Even so, the States in Kurope have 
thar own agreements with each other for trade, 
commerce, and even alliances These are things 
that can be adjusted Agreements and treaties are 
entered into even between two countries that have 
no physical contiguity Here, the two nations a1e 
neighbours and have physical contiguity ” 


Earher, Mr Jinnah said that one important issue 
which he had dealt with in Ins statement was 
whether the offer or offers of Mr Gandhi have 
either of them satisfied the essence or substance 
of the Lahore esolution He had « * x 
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position fully “Mir Gand sys, Mr Jinmth 
added, ‘that xf his formula of Rajagopalachari » 
formula etultified the Lahore Resolution, then 
they should be educated ‘To that my answer} 

*T have made my contribution for 21 days and ant 
still mahing that contnbution, and, so far as the 
public 18 concerned, I hope 1t will not fall on deaf 
ears’ Mr Gandhiin his statements and mtervicw* 
has attempted to discredit. the League and cause 
disruption among Mussalmans, T naturally resent 1t 


and he will get ins answer ” 


MR. JINNAH’S INTERVIEW TO THE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE “NEWS 
CHRONICLE”, LONDON, ON 

Ath OCTOBER 1944, , 

“There is only one practical, realistic way 
of resolving Muslim-Hindu —_ differences. 
This is to divide India into the two sovereign 
parts of Pakistan and Hindustan by the 
recognition of the whole of the North-West 
Frontier Province, Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab, 
Bengal and Assam: as sovereign Muslim 
territories as they now stand, and for each 
of us to trust the other to give equitable 
treatment to Hindu minorities in Pakistan 
and Muslim minorities in Hindustan. We 
are prepared to trust twenty-five million 
Muslims to them if they will trust us.” 
This view was expressed to nie to-day by Mr. 
Jinnah ina two anda half hour conversation on 
his talks with Mr. Gandhi. ‘The offer made to 
us”, said Mr: Jinnah, “is an insult to intelligence. 
L was asked to agree toa plebiscite where Muslims 
are not in absolute majority. What was meant 
py absolute majority? I asked Mr. Gandhi. His 
reply meant that only where we are more than 
seventy per cent cf the entire population should 
we be given control without a vote. In this he 
differed from Mr. Rajagopalachari, who said we 
should accept the legal definition of absolute 


majority, Which means fifty-one per cent of the” 
entire population of an election area, ” of the 
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Constitution‘tinder which such a Federation would 
work These are matters of fundamental impor 
tance How could I agree to the scrapping of 
the present Constitution and framing of a new 
one as a substitute, as proposed by Mr Gandhi 
on the basis of a umted India democratic, parha 
mentary Government which would come into 
operation at once If we agree to this, the ques 
tion of Pakistan would be shelved to Doomsday 
and practically burned Thatis what Mr Gandhi 
wanted me todo ‘If you do not give me what 
T want’, says Mr Gandhi, ‘I will reserve the nght 
to resort to mass civil disobedience’ J cannot 
be actused of beng pro British No Indian worthy 
of the name wants foreign domination But don t 
you see that if I agreed to jom this threat, 1¢t 
could only be by my aecopting the Congress 
demands, which are opposéd to Palastan, and af the 
Bntish Government surrendered, Mushm India 
would be faced not only by Hindu majority rule 
but a Hindu majority triumphant with British 
co operation If Mr Gandhi does not mean to 
resort to civil disobedience, he should sa} 80 and 
withdraw the August Resolution He doesnt with 
draw it He re cmphasizes it The fact 's the 


Hindus want some kind of agreement which 
will still give them some form of control 
aver Muslims They will not reconcile 
themselves to our complete independence 
There was another fundamental obstacle in our 
way Mr Gandhi talked in his personal capacity, 
Tas the President of the Mushm League ft told 
lum if we agree and my Committee rejects the 
agreement, 1 am diseredited If jour Committee 
turns you down, yo can say I was talking as an 
individual and you are as you were Mr Gandn 
has also sud thet the presence of the Bnitich 
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impedes our agreement. There aroveome British 
who do not want agreement, but there 1s nothing 
to prevent us agreeing. We have free minds and 
pouls No power can frustrate our coming to 
any agreement in ten minutes ifthe Mushm claim 
to complete independence 18 recognized. Then 
only we ,shall have true co-operation between 
Muchm and Hindu It will be freely given by 
men who are masters im their own houses an 

byect to the domination of 


not because one 15 sw 
another and must therefore submit to the other’s 


point ef view pe 


MR JINNAH S INTERVIEW TOTHE Rernc- 
SENTATIVE OF THE ‘ DAILY WORKER 
LONDON ON 5TH OCTOBER 1944 


Tn reply to the request of the Correspondent 
to explain the Pakistin demand to non Muslim 
? lovers of freedom Mr Tinnth sul «To under 
stand the Pakistan demand tn its full signifi 
cance it 1s to be borne in mind that the six 
Provinces, viz, NWFP, Baluchistan Sind 
the Punjab in the North West, and Bengal 
and Assam tn the North East of this sub 
continent have a population of 70 million 
Muslims and total population of Muslims 
would not be less than 70 per cent 
Lhe rest 1s composed of Hindus tribal peop. ind 
untouchables Tt 15 in_ these 7ones that Vu lms 
wish to establish = Palistan 15 0 imdependent 
State 
How 1 Paki tin the Mulims demand for 
freedom? asked the Correspondent Mr Trimah 
rephed “It 1s the Vushm demand for frcedam 
becau e Mushms im Pakistan want to be able to 
establish their own real democratic popular Govern 
ment This Government will have the sanc- 
tron of the mass of the population of Pakis- 
tan and will function with the will and sanc- 
tion of the entire body of people in Pakistan 


irrespective of caste, creed or colour 


Will Pabistan have any neighbourls relation 
with ‘Hindustan? ashed the Correspondent asun 
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Mr Jinnah said “Certainly Pakistan will 
have neighbourly relations with Hindustan hhhe 
any other two independent national States I 
have said so several times Wo will say “Hands 
off India’, to all outaders Pakistan will not 
tolerate any outside design or aggression 
on this subcontinent We will observe some 
thing hhe Monroe Doctrine ? Asked about the 
British Government’ attitude towards Ins demand, 
Mir Jinnah sud * British die-hard ruling class 


will be more opposed than anybody else to 


Pakistan materialising because, In my Judg- 
ment, that fs the only way of getting free- 
dom in the quickest and surest way 
‘They hnow at In their eceret dispateh<s state 


ments and documents they have made it clear 
since Indi Bill was introduced and when Crown 


assumed the Govt rnment of India, that when they 
d India, they mean perpettation of Bnitish 


Jmpen alist domination The} have kept us on thit 
jine for neatly & century They try to put 
Hindus and Mustims together artificially and 
unnaturally dangling in front of the Idea of 
Hindu jndia or united democratic parliament- 

Government for India as one national 
ible Iris only a manoeuvre 
Itimately firm ground for 

they did when enacting the 
ment of India Act 1935 that ‘we 


low progress and welfare of India to 


jayed because of your quarrels and we 
3 Nain of God, have 4 mission and cannot 
wait til you agree Therefore we will enact 


constitution and impose It upon the conflict. 
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ing elements as overlords’, In such a cons- 
titution neither Hindus nor Muslims nor any 
other section of the people will be free or 
independent ” 


There 1s propagunda by the Government and 
their agents in the Punjab that you are not in 
terested in the war efforts agunst the Axis Powers 
and that these efforts wall suffer under the League 
Ministry im the Punjab said the Correspondent 
Mr Jinnah replied, “It 1s absolutely untrue, we 
put no obstacles to war efforts On the contrary, 
from the commencement of the war, we repettedly 
stated clearly that we wanted no foreign aggression 
and that we were ready and wilhng to defend 
our home Jands and to co operate im the prosecu’ 
tion of the war But the British Government have 
refused our hand of friendship and we have not 
been able to give our assistance British Govern 
ment have dechned to give us real share in the 
power and authority of the Government They 
want us to take all burden and re-ponsbilties ax 
subservients wlule heeping power in thar own 


hands” 

“What 1s your message to the British 
people?, was another question, Mr Jinnah 
said «My message tothe British people 1s 
that if they are really sincere—and there are 
many such—they should bring pressure on the 
British Government to accept the Pakistan 
principle as the only solution of the constitu- 
tional problems of India which means not 
only freedom of Muslims but of Hindus and 
other elements in the country too”, ; 


APPENDIX A 
LAHORE RESOLUTION (1940) OF THE 


ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 


Whilo approving and endorang the action 
taken by the Council and the Working Committee 
of tho All India Muslim League, 28 indicated n 
their resolutions dated the 27th of August, 17th 
and 18th of September and 22nd of October 1939, 
and 3rd of kebruary 1940 on the constitutional 
ssaue, this Session of the All India Mushm League 
emphatically reiterntes that the scheme of federa 
tion embodied in the Government of India Act 
1935, 1s totally unsuited to and unworkable in 
the peculiar Conditions of tls country and 13 
altogether unacceptable to Muslim India 


It farther records its emphatic view that while 
the declaration dated the 18th of October 1939 
made by the Viceroy on behalf of His Majesty s 
Government 15 reassuring In 80 far as xt declares 
that the policy and plan on which the Government 
of India Act 1935, 18 based will be reconsidered 
yn consultation with the various parties, interests 
and communities 10 India, Muslim India will not 
be satisfied unless the whole constitutional plan 
1s reconsidered de novo and that no revised plan 
would be acceptable to the Mushms unless it 15 
framed with their approval and consent 


Resolved that xt 1 the the considere 
of this Session of the All India Mushm oe 
that no constitutional plan wou'd be workable in 
this country oT acceptable to the Muslims unless 
ib 18 designed on the following basic pecaalee 
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wuz that «geographically contiguous units ar 
demarcated into regions which should be so consti 
tuted with such territorisl readjustments as may te 
necessary that the rreqsin which the Mushms are 
nuniercally in a majority a3 in the North Western 
and Eastern zones of Inds should be grouped to 
constitute Independent Stites in which the cons 
tituent units chal be autonomous and sovereign 


That adequite effective ani mandatory safe 
tuatds should be specifieully provided in the cons 
titution far minorities in these units and in the 
regions for the protection of their religions cultural 
economic politrorl! admmistrative and other mghts 
and interests it consultation with them and im other 
pits of India wleré thé Mussalmans are ma 
minonty udequate effective and mandatory sife 
guards shall b> specific rlly provided in the constit 
ution for them std othe* minonties for the protec 
tion of their teligidis tultural economie pohtical 
administrative and other mghts an} interests in 
ponsultation with them 


Thrs Session further authorises the Workin, 
Committee to frame a scheme of constitution m 
accordance with these Ena peineiples, provi ling 
for the 4ssumption finally by the respective regions 
of nll powers such as defelice external aflaire 
dommunications customs and euth other matters as 


miay be necessary 


APPENDIX 8B, 
C. R, FORMULA, 


“Basis for terms of settlement between the Indian 
National Congress and the All India Mushm League 
to which Gandhy: and Mr Jmnah agree and which 
thes will endeavour respectively to get the Congress 
and the League to approve 


(1) Subject to the terms set out below as regards 
the constitution for Free India, the Mushm 
League endorse. the Indian demand for Inde 
pendence and will co operate with the Congress 
in the formation of a provisional imterm 
Government for the transitional period 


(2) After the termination of the war, a commiss 
1on shall be appointed for demarcating conti 
guous districts in the north west and east of 
India, wherein the Muslim population is im 
absolute majority Inthe areas thus demar 
cated, a plebiscite of all the inhabitants held 
on the basis of adult suffrage or other practi 
cable franchise shill ultimately decide the 
issue of separation from Hindustan If the 
majority decide in favour of forming a sover 
agn State separate from Hindustan such 
decision shall be given effect to, without pre 
judice to the mght of districts on the border 
to choose to join either State 

(3) It will be open to all parties to ads ocate 
their pomts of view before the plebiscite 15. 
held 

{4} In the event of separation, mutua 
ments shaJl be entered onto fer « * 
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defence, and commerce and commumeations 
and for other essentiil purposes - 


(5) Any transfer of population shall only be on 
an absolutely + oluntary b7313 


(G) These terms shall be binding only un case of 
transfer by Butan of full power and respon- 
nibshty of the governance of India” 


APPENDIX C 
Mr, Gandhi s Proposal Dated 24th Sept 1944 


“The areas should be demirerted by » Commis 
sion approved by the Congress 2nd the Leigue The 
wishes of the habitants of the areas demarcated 
should be ascertamed through the votes of the 
adult population of the arews or through some 
equivalent method 


Tf the vote 1s in favour of sepatation it shall be 
agreed that these aress shall form a separate State 
as soon as possible after India 1s free from foreign 
domination and can therefore be constituted into 
two sovereign independent States 


There shall be a treaty of separation which 
should also provide for the efficent and sitisfac 
tory administration of foreign affairs defence 
internal communications customs, commerce and 
the ke, which must necessarily continue to be 
matters of common interest between the contracting 
parties 

The treaty shali also contain terms for safeguard 
ing the nghts of minorities in the two States 


Immediately on the acceptance of this agreement 
by the Congress and the League the two shall 
decide upon a common course of action for the 
attainment of independence of India 


The League will however be free to remun out 
ofany direct action to which the Congress may 
resort and in which the League may not be willing 


to participate ”? 


APPENDIX D 


JAGAT NARAIN LAL’S RESOLUTION OF THE 
ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


“The A -J CC. 28 of the opsmion that any propo 
sal to disintegrate Indit by the grving hberty to any 
component State or territoniol unt to secede from 
the Indian Union or Federation will b> tights 
detrimenta} to the best interests of tha people of 
the different States and provinces and the country 
as a whole, and the Conte therefore, cannot 


ngree to any such proposa) ” 


APPENDIX E. 


AUGUST 1942 RESOLUTION OF THE ALL 
INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


«The All India Congress Committee has given the 
most careful consideration to the reference made to 
it by the Worhmg Comnuttze in their resolution 
dated July 14, 1942, and to subsequent events, 
including the development of the wir situation, 
the utterances of responsible spokesmen of the 
British Government, and the comments and critiasms 
made in India and abroad The Committee approves 
of ind endorses that resolution and 1s of opinion 
that events subsequent to 1t have given at’ further 
justification, and have made it clear that the imme 
diate ending of British rule in India 1s an urgent 
necessity, both for the sake of India and for 
the success of the cause of the United 
Nations The continuation of that rule 1s degrading 
and enfeebling India and making her progressively 
Tess capable of defending herself and of contributing 
to the cause of world freedom 


“The Committee has viewed with dismay the 
deterioration of the situation on the Russian and 
Chinese fronts and conveys to the Russian and 
Chinese peoples its high appreciation of their 
heroism 1n defence of their freedom This creasing 
peril makes it wncumbent on all those who strive 
for freedom and who sympathise with the victims 
of aggression, to examine the foundations of the 
poly so far pursued by the Alhed Nations, which 
have led to repeated and disastrous failure It 1» 
not by adhering to such aims and policies and 
methods that failure can be converted into success, 
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also attain their complete freedom [Tt must bx 
clearly nnderstood that such of these countnes as 
areundcr Japinece control now must not subse 
quently be pliced under the rufe or control of any 
other Colomal Power 


“While the A TC C must prinrinty be concerned 
with the independence ind defence of India an this 
hour of danger, the Commnttce 1. of opimion that 
the future perce, security and ordered progress of 
tho world demand a world federation of free nations, 
and on no other basts can the problems of the 
modern world be solved = Sueh a world federation 
would ensure the freedom of its constituent nations, 
the prevention of aggression and exploitation by 
one nation over another, the protection of national 
minorities, the advancement of all bichwant arets 
and peoples, and the pooling of the world s resources 
far the common good of all On the establistment 
of such a world fideration, disarmament would be 
practicable sn all countries national armies, nvwies 
and arr forces would no longer bo neecwary, and a 
world federal defunce force would keep the world 
perce and prevent aggression 

“An independent India would gladly yon such 
& warld federation and co operate on an equal bass 
with other countries in the solution of internttional 


problems 

“Such a federation should be open to all nahions 
who agree with its funtamental prineiptes Es 
view of tho war, however, the federation 
inevitably, to begin with, be confined to the Umied 
Nations, such a step taken now will have a niost 
powerful effect on the war, on the peoples of the 
Axis counties, and on the peace to come 


“The Committee regretfully realizes, however, 
that deapite the tragic and overwhelming Iestone of 


must 
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the war and the perils that overhang the world 
the Governments of few countries are yet prepared 
to take this inevitable step towards world federition 
The reactions of the British Government and the 
misguided criticism of the foreign Pres, also make 
it clear thateven the obvious demand for Indias 
independence 1s resisted, thovgh this his been 
made essentially to meet the present peml and to 
enable India to defend herself and help China and 
Russia im ther hour of need ‘The Committee 1s 
nx10us not to embarrass in any way the defence of 
China or Russia, whose freedom is precious and 
must be preserved, or to jeopardise the defensive 
capacity of tho United Nations But the pert! 
rows both to Jndi1 1nd these nations, and inaction 
and submission toa foreign administration at this 
stage 1s not only degrading India and reducmg her 
capacity to defend herself and resist aggression, but 
4s no answer to that growing pertl and ts no service 
to the peoples of the United Nation, The earnest 
appeal of the Working Committe. to Grevt Britain 
andthe Umted Nations has so far met with no 
response and the criticisms made m many foreign 
quarters have shown an ignorance of India’s and 
the world’s need, and sometimes ever hostihty to 
India’s freedom, which is significant of a mentality 
of domination and racil superionty which cannot 
be tolerated by 8 proud people conscious of their 
strength and of the pustice of their cause 


“The 1 IC C would yet again at this list 
moment, 1n the interest of world freedom, renew 
this appeal to Bntain and the United Nations But 
the Committee feels thatatis no Icnger justified 
mm holding the motion bach from endeavounng te 
assert its wil agaist an impenahst and author: 
tarsan. Government which dommates over. i. and 
prevents it from functioning in ats own inte 
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and m the interest of humamty; The Committeo 
resolves, therefore tosanction for the vindiation 
of Indias inshenrble right to freedom and mdep 
endence, ¢hd starting of a mass struggle on non 
violent lints on the widest possible scvle so thit 
the country might utihze all the non violent 
strength it his githered during the last 22 years 
of peaceful struggle Such strnggle must anevita 
bly be under the kadership of Gandhi and the 
Conmittes requesta lim to take the lead and 
wide the nation in the steps to be taken 

The Committee appeals to the people of 
India to free the dangers and hardships that 
will fall to ther lot with courage and endurance 
and to hold together under tho leidership of Gandhyy1 
and eciry out his instructions as disciphoet 
soldiers of Indian fecdom They must remember 
that non violence 13 the basis of this movement 
Atime may come when at may not be possible 
to issue mstructions or for instructions to reach 
our prople and when no Congress Committees can 
function When this happens every min and 
woman who 23 prrtictpatin, m_ this movement 
must funetion for himself or herself within the 
four corners of the generit instructions issued 
Fvery Indian who dears freedom and strives 
for at must Te his own mde urging him on alom, 
the hard road where there 1s no resting place 
and which leids nitimately to the independence 
and dehvirinee of India 


Tastly, whilst the A I C © has stated its 
own wew of the future governance under free 
India the A I C C wishes to make it quite 
clewr to all concerned that by embarking on mass 
strugle st has no intention of gaining power for 
the Congress The power, when st comes, will 
belong to the whole people of India 


